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MAJOR THEMES COVERED 


Topics to be discussed by practitioners and aca- 
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The relationship between populist racism and 

violent extremism; 

e The latest developments with the BNP, EDL 
and European far-right movements; 4 
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populist racism; analysis of populist racism in Europe 

e State responses to forms of populist racism; 
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Britain 
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Further details and programme available at: www.radicalism-new-media.org 
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Editorial 


CAUSE AND EFFECT 


LAST MONTH'S AWFUL events in 
Norway conjured up a mixture of 
emotions. There was the initial sense of 
shock and disbelief following the almost 
unimaginable horrors that were 
unfolding. Then there was the curiosity 
about why Anders Breivik did what he 
did and what motivated him. And finally 
there was the pride that a nation was 
standing together, refusing to be bowed. 

The response of the Norwegian people 
has been humbling — a poignant contrast 
to those who so quickly and hysterically 
sought to blame Muslims for this act of 
extremist terror. Instead of vengeance, 
the Prime Minister of Norway called for 
more democracy, asserting that their 
values would not be shaken by the 
politics of hate made so violently real. 

Even in this country there was an 
outpouring of solidarity. Over 10,000 
people signed our Book of Condolence in 
just three days. As we coined our 
campaign, today we are all Norwegian. 

The atrocities were the awful 
consequences of the politics of hate. 
While Anders Breivik appears to have 
acted alone, he was motivated and driven 
by the propaganda and anti-Muslim 
hatred pushed by Christian 
fundamentalist, right-wing Conservative 
and far-right groups. Together they have 
created an anti-Muslim climate and 
generated suspicions of “an enemy 
within". It is the same hatred that 
inspired the London nail bomber David 
Copeland in 1999 and today drives 
groups such as the BNP and the English 
Defence League. 

Unfortunately the attacks also 
highlighted the shortcomings in police 
monitoring of far-right groups and 
websites. In Norway, like in Britain, it 
appears that the authorities spent little 
time or effort monitoring extreme-right 
groups and even when they did, there 
appears to be a lack of appreciation of 
how the dissemination of propaganda 
over the internet has totally transformed 
the relationship between an individual 


4 | Searchlight | August 2011 


and an ideology. Traditional parties are 
becoming redundant and people are 
affiliating to causes and groups in a more 
fluid and flexible manner. When the 
British police claim that the EDL is not a 
traditional far-right organisation they are 
failing to understand that this new social 
movement is quite different from parties 
of old. This does not, however, make it 
any less dangerous. 

But let us not kid ourselves that these 
problems are caused only by the fringes 
of society. These anti-Muslim sentiments 
are not the preserve of extremists but are 
much more prevalent in society. Through 
the media, the rantings of politicians and 
the actions of extremists themselves, 
there has been a general rise in anti- 
Muslim sentiments in European societies 
over the past few years. This has resulted 
in growing intolerance and suspicion, 
violence and, ultimately, extremism. 

If we are really to tackle these problems 
we need to address the general 
manifestations of racism and anti- 
Muslim prejudice. This means calling the 
media to account, challenging 
stereotypes and encouraging shared 
identities and understanding. 

In the immediate aftermath of this 
appalling tragedy we can look proudly on 
how the people of Norway have reacted. 
Just as London united after the 7/7 
bombings, the people of Norway are 
refusing to be drawn into anger and 
hatred. Instead they are fighting hate with 
hope — standing firm together and 
reaffirming their democratic principles. 
Although we are all stunned by the events 
of last month it is also vital that we turn 
grief into action and hope. If we do, then 
the likes of Anders Breivik, and the EDL 
that he actively supported, will fail. 


Nak Loa 


Nick Lowles editor 
e: nick@hopenothate.org.uk 
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Opening shot 
Searchlight publisher honoured 


GERRY GABLE, one of the founders of 
Searchlight and publisher of 
Searchlight magazine, has been 
awarded an Honorary Doctorate by 
the Governing Council and Senate of 
the University of Northampton. It was 
conferred in recognition of his 
“defence of liberal society against the 
scourges of racism and fascism". 

Last year Searchlight magazine 
established a link with Dr Matthew 
Feldman and Dr Paul Jackson of the 
Radicalism and New Media Research 
Group in Northampton University’s 
Social Sciences School. A joint book, 
Far-right.com: Nationalist Extremism 
on the Internet, edited by Gerry and 
Dr Jackson, is being published later this 
month. It will be the first of a series of 
books entitled Mapping the Far-Right. 

In April Searchlight launched the 
report Lone wolves: myth or reality? 
at the group's Think Global, Hate 
Local conference in Northampton. 


The study, which includes two 
chapters by Dr Jackson, examines the 
question of whether extreme-right 
terrorists are isolated individuals — 
lone wolves — as they are often 
portrayed. It includes case studies of 
nearly 40 individuals holding far-right 
political views who have been 
convicted in the UK for serious 
violence or terrorist offences and 
concludes that far-right terrorists are 
not lone wolves but are motivated by 
and connected with far-right networks 
and organisations that espouse a 
violent racist and fascist ideology. 
Gerry's honorary doctorate was 
presented at Northampton University 
last month by Deirdre Newham, the 
Chairman of the university's Governing 
Council. Accepting the award, Gerry 
spoke about his nearly 50 years’ work 
in collaboration with Searchlight and 
other anti-fascists in the UK and 
around the world, especially through 
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“gathering intelligence and making 
purposeful the analysis of such 
intelligence”. In a speech prepared 
before the current scandal about media 
phone hacking and payments to police 
officers, he spoke about how it is not 
only hate and prejudice that 
undermine democracy but also 
corruption, which “if left unquestioned 
can eat away at our country’s soul and 
collective integrity”. 

Addressing the new graduates at the 
ceremony, he told them “not to be 
afraid, use the skills and capabilities 
your studies have equipped you with 
to question and debate, and take form 
my own experience the fact that often 
achievements and change take many 
years and require reliance and a sense 
of humour". 


Lone wolves: myth or reality? may 
be downloaded at 
www.lonewolfproject.org.uk. 
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Investigation 


Comrades in arms 


Nick Lowles and Simon Creasy uncover the connections between the 
Norwegian killer and the English Defence League 


ANDERS BEHRING BREIVIK was in 
contact with the English Defence 
League, supported its aims and was 
involved in the Norwegian Defence 
League, Searchlight can reveal. 

Only months before he went on his 
murderous killing spree he exchanged 
numerous messages with EDL 
supporters using his internet 
pseudonym Sigurd Jorsalfare, after the 
12th century King of Norway who led 
one of the Crusades. 

In one message on the EDL forum, 
dated 9 March 2011, he wrote: 


“Hello. To you all good English men 
and women, just wanted to say that 
youre a blessing to all in Europe, in 
these dark times all of Europe are 
looking to you in surch [sic] of 
inspiration, courage and even hope 
that we might turn this evil trend 
with islamisation all across our 
continent. Well, just wanted to say 
keep up the good work it’s good to 
see others that care about their 
country and heritage. All the best to 
you all Sigurd”. 


In another posting he attacked 
Britain’s multicultural society and 
expressed his interested in joining an 
EDL demonstration: 


“j’ve seen with my own eyes what 
has happened to england, i was in 
bradford some years ago, me anda 
friend walked down to the football 
stadium of bradford, real ‘nice’ 
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neighborhood, same thing in the 
suburbs of london. well thinking 
about taking a little trip over the 
sea and join you in a demo. would 
be nice with a norwegian flag 
alongside with union jack or the 
english flag, that is ifa norwegian 
would be welcome offcourse?” 


This message appears to confirm the 
rumour that Breivik once lived in the 
UK. His father was a diplomat and is 
believed to have been based in 
London for a period. 

Breivik was told by EDL supporters 
that he would be most welcome, to 
which he replied: “I hoped so:) it’s our 
common struggle against the 
islamofacists.” 

EDL supporters were keen to have » 
his support. ‘Concerned’ replied: 
‘Bravo sigurd admire your views and 
courage. no surrender and welcome.” 

Among the EDL supporters in 
dialogue with Breivik was someone 
who uses the name “ujac”. He is 
Darren Jackson, the Preston EDL 
Facebook administrator and the 
organiser of Casuals United, a group of 
football hooligans who threw their lot 
in with the EDL soon after it was 
formed. Jackson has extensive links 
with the Norwegian Defence League, 
including a friendship with Lena 
Andreassen, the group’s organiser. 


NORWEGIAN DEFENCE LEAGUE 
In his exchange with “ujac” and others, 
Breivik boasted of his support for the 


(left to right) 

Anders Behring Breivik, 

Alan Lake and Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon, alias Tommy Robinson 


NDL. Asked if he was active in the 
NDL, Breivik replied: 


“T was but, the site has been put 
down now. There was to be a demo 
in Oslo on the 26 of February but 
after the police security service 
put us on the ‘danger-list’ the 
internet site was sadly shut down.” 


Searchlight has discovered that 
Breivik was known to Ronny Alte, from 
Tensberg, one of the main NDL 
organisers, under the pseudonym 
Sigurd Jorsalfare. 

Alte is a controversial figure in the 
NDL who has been accused of 
connections with several hardline 
nazis and criminals. One of the 
Russians with whom he was involved 
is Vjoteslav Datsik, who earned his 
15 minutes of fame in 2010 when he 
walked into an Oslo police station 
and applied for political asylum while 
waving a handgun. Datsik is in 
custody awaiting extradition to 
Russia, where he is wanted by the 
police after absconding from a 
mental hospital. 

Other links include the convicted 
nazi bank robber Werner Holm and 
violent nazi thugs such as Johnny 
“Light” Olsen, Morten Andre Serensen 
and Dariusz Arnesen, all previously 
connected with the now defunct 
Norwegian Blood and Honour. 

Despite this controversy Alte 
remains one of the administrators of 
the NDLs sites. 


Breivik explained to his EDL friends 
how Norwegian society was biased 
against them. He particularly targeted 
the Norwegian Labour Party for 
criticism. 


“The biggest problem in norway is 
that there is no real free press, 
there is a left-wing angle on all the 
political topics so most people are 
going around like idiots. And 
offcourse with our norwegian 
labour party beeing in power for 
most of the last 50 years dont help. 
but ii think there is an awakening 
now atleast i hope so. Do some of 
you know the truth about what 
happened to the ndl, there was 
some clames that neo-nazis had 
hijacked the organisation, but on 
the nd site i cant really say i 
noticed anything like that. So may 
guess is that there were some kind 
of police pressure to stop the 
movement. Anyone here heard 
anything?” 


He then went silent. A few days later 
he shut down his Facebook site, went 
offline and began the final countdown 
to his killing spree. 


SHARED IDEOLOGY 

Perhaps more importantly than the 
individual contacts, Breivik and 

the EDL share the same ideology and 
worldview. There are numerous 
references in Breivik’s 1,500-page book 
and internet postings to Fjordman, a 


Norwegian anti-Muslim blogger and 
writer. Fjordman is a strong supporter 
of the EDL and knows Alan Lake, the 
Christian fundamentalist who helped 
set up and funded the EDL. 

Breivik is also influenced by other 
anti-Muslim bloggers and websites 
several of which openly back the EDL. 
These bloggers and websites promote 
the idea that Western Europe is under 
threat from Islam and that unless 
drastic action is taken we will be 
taken over. 


THE PUPPETMASTER 

Lake is at the centre of this anti- 
Muslim international. A London- 
based businessman in his forties, he 
runs a website called 4Freedoms and 
has overseen the rise of the EDL over 
the past two years. While there is 
nothing to link Breivik directly to Lake 
they share a similar outlook on the 
world and its problems. 

Lake came up with the name English 
Defence League after meeting Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon, alias Tommy 
Robinson, at a demonstration in Luton 
in May 2009, when Lennon and his 
hooligan friends went under the 
banner United People of Luton. It was 
a demonstration that was organised in 
conjunction with March for England, a 
group that Lake actively supports. 

In September 2009 Lake addressed 
a conference in Malmé6, Sweden, 
organised by the far-right Sweden 
Democrats and articulated the need 
for the EDL. “Another strategy we're 


trying to do in the UK is reach out to 
more physical groups like football 
fans, get them involved,” he told 

the audience. 

Lake developed his political outlook 
while attending the Kensington 
Temple in west London, known for its 
hardline Christian evangelical views. 

His writings have become more 
apocalyptic. He believes that time is 
running out for the Western world to 
save itself from Islam. At the same time 
he has become increasingly aggressive 
towards the establishment which he 
blames for allowing Islam allegedly to 
take hold and thrive in the UK. 

In May 2010 Lake wrote about the 
impending crisis: “In 20 to 30 years the 
UK will start to fragment into Islamic 
enclaves and non-Islamic areas around 
them. Its time we decided who will be 
allowed in the non-Islamic areas. 
These are the people we will force into 
the Islamic enclaves (and who we will 
execute if they sneak out).” 

Among those whom Lake believes 
are worthy of execution are David 
Cameron, Nick Clegg and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Following last week’s atrocities, Lake 
wrote: “Apparently, in a long screed 
Anders Behring Breivik posted on line, 
he did this attack to protest against the 
way that Islam is taking over large parts 
of Europe. By attacking the leftist 
politicians that are enabling this, the 
chickens have actually come home to 
roost — altho I’m sure it won't be 
depicted that way.” a 
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Tore Vik reports from Oslo 


NORWAY HAS BEEN stunned by 
the two extreme-right terrorist 
attacks of 22 July. At the summer 
camp of the Labour Party's youth 
organisation on the tiny island of 
Uteya, 68 youngsters, some as 
young as 14, were mown down in 
cold blood with an automatic rifle. 
This slaughter followed a bomb 
blast that ripped through the 
government district of central 
Oslo two hours earlier, killing 
eight people and causing 
massive damage. 
The same perpetrator, the 
32-year-old Norwegian, Anders 
Behring Breivik, carried out both Covered corpses on 
outrages acting alone. He is now the shore of the 
in police custody. His strategy had island of Utoya after 
been clearly elaborated. First he Anders Brits 


placed a time bomb, made with ee Si 
some of the six tonnes of fertiliser 
he had bought for his farm, in the 
city centre square, then he moved 
on to Uteya, 38 kilometres 
northwest of Oslo. 

There, cynically exploiting the 
fact that he had drawn all police 
resources to the centre of Oslo, he 
was free to indulge in an orgy of 
killing. Dressed as a policeman, he 
told the young people that he was 
checking the situation on the 
island because of the bomb attack 
in Oslo. 

At Utaya's main building he 
opened fire on the young people 
assembled there and continued for 
some ninety minutes before the 
police arrived. Those who could 
avoid the bullets ran off in terror 
and tried to hide. 

When some of them tried to 
swim to the mainland, he fired on 
them in the water, also aiming 
bullets at a small motorboat and 
rowing boats in which people 
from the mainland came to save 
the youngsters after hearing the 
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shooting. In spite of heavy gunfire, 
they luckily rescued many of the 
young people. 

These gruesome crimes were 
clearly motivated by Breivik's far- 
right political beliefs. The 
Norwegian police say he has 
confirmed that he planned and 
carried out the attacks alone, but 
the source of his inspiration and 
ideological motivation is clear. 

For several years he had been 
active in the extreme-right internet 
community, publishing a number 
of articles, for example on 
www.document.no. 

In his postings, he proclaimed 
his belief in “Eurabia", a 
conspiracy theory that the 
European Union will ally with Arab 
nations in the future and 
Europeans will no longer be the 
majority in their own lands. 

The Eurabia concept postulates 
that the “Islamicisation of Europe” 
did not happen by accident but 
with the active participation of 
European political leaders. Some of 


the websites to which he refers in 
his writing have clear links with 
fascist and extreme-right writers, 
such as Carl Schmitt and Alain 

de Benoist. 

His mental and political 
preparation did not stop there, 
however. On the same day he 
committed the outrages, he 
published a 1,500-page diary and 
an “ideological manifesto” 
detailing his plans to carry out 
terror attacks under the title 2083: 
a European Declaration of 
Independence. 

Norway has a broad political 
consensus between political 
parties, with the importance of a 
multicultural society high on the 
agenda. The exception is the right- 
wing populist Progress Party of 
which the mass assassin was 
formerly a member, much to the 
embarrassment of its leaders. 

The governing Labour Party, of 
course, also shares the belief in a 
multicultural society and it is this 
that may have made it a target in 
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Breivik's eyes. Not surprisingly, the 
world's media have been filled with 
stories from the Utoya summer 
camp where those hundreds of 
young people found themselves 
trapped. Norway is now a land in 
mourning for the loss of so many 
of these young lives. 8 


Terror suspect 
was member 
of nazi web 
forum 


Mikael Ekman reports 
from Stockholm 


ANDERS BREIVIK, who is under arrest 
for the bomb and shooting massacre 
of 22 July, is a member of the Swedish 
nazi web forum Nordisk. The site 
includes members who urge political 
terrorism and have called for the 
blowing up of government buildings. 

Breivik had already made his own 
virulently anti-Islamic opinions public 
on the internet. According to the 
Norwegian newspaper Verdens Gang, 
Breivik made at least 75 racist and 
Islamophobic postings on Facebook. 

He was also a paid-up member of 
the anti-immigrant populist Progress 
Party from 1999 to 2004 according to 
the Norwegian daily Aftenposten, 
holding membership of its youth 
section from 1997 to 2007 and chairing 
a local branch from 2002 to 2004. 

Breivik’s involvement as a keyboard 
warrior has been considerably more 
radical. In 2009 he registered as a 
member of Nordisk (Nordic), which 
has more than 22,000 mainly 
Scandinavian members. Discussions 
on the forum range from White Noise 
music to political strategies for 
obliterating democracy. 

Some of its members openly incite 
violence. In March 2010, an 
anonymous user wrote: “Cars parked 
next to large buildings with fertilizer + 
diesel give a nice blast. Skyscrapers go 
down like the World Trade Centre 
towers. I haven't said anything about 
killing. You'll hope the buildings are 
empty, and if not so, too bad ... I don’t 
understand why people don't realise 
that we have to wage war. The top 
politicians in government, who live in 
nice areas a long away from the 
immigrant threat, have decided that 
‘wogs’ can come here and live on our 
soil. In our society. Take advantage of 
what our forefathers have built up for 
us. In my world, nothing you do to 


Banner of the Progress Party. Anders Breivik had been 
a member. Photo from flickr by Fremskrittspartiet 


these monsters is immoral.” 

Launched in 2007 Nordisk quickly 
became a hit with nationalists in 
Sweden. Members range from high- 
ranking members of the Sweden 
Democrats, a nationalist party with 
seats in the Swedish parliament, to 
leading nazis and unhinged 
psychopaths. What unites them is a 
hatred of immigration and 
immigrants. 

Subjects are generally discussed in 
a racist manner. Threads have 
included The Turner Diaries, a novel 
that has served as a terrorist manual. 
The FBI labelled it the “terrorist bible” 
and it served as a direct inspiration 
for the Oklahoma bombing of 1995 in 
which 168 people, including 19 
children, were killed and more than 
500 were injured. 

Nordisk is described as a portal 
“themed with Nordic identity, culture 
and tradition”. The forum was 
established by the Nordic League, 
founded in 2004 by members of the 
extreme-right National Democrats 
and the hardcore nazi Swedish 
Resistance Movement. | 
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‘Cultural conservative’ terror in Norway 


Anne Jessen reports from Copenhagen for 


Demos and Antifa-Net 


ANDERS BEHRING BREIVIK, 
the self-confessed 
perpetrator of the massacres 
in Oslo and Uteya, hardly fits 
the image of a typical right- 
wing terrorist. Though a 
nationalist he was no nazi 
but a member of a Masonic 
Lodge who hailed from a 
privileged background, a 
deeply conservative 
Christian, an educated but 
culturally conservative 
farmer, who had reportedly 
earned his first million by the 
time he was 24. A well-off 
“ordinary Joe” in a rich and 
usually quiet country. 

The image presented by 
him, as much as that of the 
anti-Islam populist leader 
Geert Wilders in the 
Netherlands, is however an 
indication of how the right- 
wing Islamophobic front has 
changed. It is no coincidence 
that Breivik, under the 
signature “And_er_B", had 
for several years been a 
habitué of the “journalistic” 


anti-Muslim website, 
document.no. 

Since Breivik ran amok, the 
site's editor, Hans Rustad, 
has been trying frantically to 
distance himself from Breivik 
and to play down his 
activities on the site. Rustad 
himself has always tried to 
give racially based opposition 
to Islam and resistance to 
immigration a semblance of 
respectability by suggesting 
that “only” expressing 
“culturally conservative 
concern" about the 
“multicultural society" is a 
far cry from the violence of 
mobs of bawling nazi skins. 

Rustad is a 60-year-old 
intellectual who in his 
student days wrote political 
commentaries for the 
newspapers Verdens Gang 
and Morgenbladet, before 
working for 13 years for the 
Norwegian press agency 
NTB. Strongly pro-Israel, he 
has always tried to prevent 
antisemitic comments from 


appearing on his website 
for which he now works 
full-time. 

Since Jens Stoltenberg's 
red-green government was 
elected, Rustad’s 
document.no has led 
increasing agitation against 
the government and 
immigration 
authorities and 
tried to create a 
nationalist- 
Christian 
cultural 
backlash 
against Islam. 
In recent 
months the 
website has 
campaigned 
against the 
“cultural 
Marxist" 
Labour Party 
and its left- 
wing coalition 
partners, the 
Socialist Left Party, 
accusing them of being 


Scandinavian Serer Serr? eo, Po See Se 


terror trail 


The bombing in Oslo and 
the shooting spree in 
Utoya are the worst 
terrorist attacks in Norway 
since the Second World 
War. But they are not the 
only murderous attacks 
carried out by the extreme 
right in Scandinavia. 
Below is part of the 
Scandinavian far right’s 
inventory of terror. 
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Right-wing Nazi Norsk Johnny Olsen Nasjonalt Leading White Aryan 
extremists blow Frontmember “executes” two Folkepartinazis | Swedish nazi Resistance 
up aleft-wing Petter Kristian fellow nazis © bombthe Oslo bonehead Klas (VAM) and ~ 
bookshop in Kyvik, bombs a —_ near Oslo by mosque Lund kicks anti- Storm Network 
Troms@, May Day shooting them racist Ronny launched in 
Norway demonstration to death Landin to death Sweden to 
near Stockholm — carry out arms 
thefts from 
police stations 
and army 
depots 


“traitors” who should be 
removed from power 

and brought before a court 
for allowing immigration 
and tolerating asylum 
seekers. 

This campaign, 
sweet music to the 
ears of Breivik, has 
gradually attained 
such a sharp tone 
that even traditional 
fascists from 

Norway's collapsed 
nazi scene, who hate 

Rustad's solidarity 
with Israel, have begun 
to view document.no 
with interest. 

It was above all the fact 
that Rustad was able to 
package his contempt for 
humanity as a 
respectable matter of 
“culture” that 
attracted people 
such as Breivik who, 


(left) Anders Behring Breivik 


(right) “Tonight, the streets are filled 
with love." With these words His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hakon 
addressed 200,000 people outside 
Oslo's City Hall to protest at the 
massacres committed by Anders 
Behring Breivik 


quietly pursued his career 
and was a proud Freemason. 
An indistinctive man, he 
escaped the radar of the 
Norwegian security police 
and was easily able to get a 
weapons licence and join 

a gun club in Oslo. 

Breivik swam in the murky 
waters of Islamophobia, 
racism and deep misanthropy. 
These political waters are 
infested by the likes of 
document.no, the English 
Defence League and Stop 
Islamisation of Europe, 
profiting from a society that 
has twisted its own vision of 
Muslims and Islam. 

Armed with that, Breivik set 
up an agricultural company 
that was able to buy large 
quantities of fertiliser and 
learned, on the internet, how 
to use it to lethal effect 
without ever coming under 
the surveillance of the 


though a long-time authorities. 
right-wing The rest, as they say, is 
sympathiser, has tragedy. B 
1992 1997 1997 1999 1999 
So-called “Laser Danish nazi Niclas Léfdahl, Nazi car bomb Three nazis 
man” John Thomas leader of Aryan _ detonated in murder two 
Alexander Nakaba Brotherhood in Stockholm policemen, 
Ausonius attempts a Sweden, sends wounding two _ pursuing them 
shoots 11 letter bomb a letter bomb anti-fascist after an armed 
people and kills | campaign in to Sweden's journalists and bank robbery in 
one in attacks league justice minister their eight- Malexander, 
that target with British Laila Freivalds year-old son Sweden 
people he members of the 
perceives as nazi terror f ees ) 
immigrants in group a a 
Stockholm and Combat 18 a 


1999 
The Swedish 
nazis Hampus 

Hellekant, 
Bjorn 
Hernlund- 
Lindberg and 
Jimmy 
Nicklasson 
assassinate 

Bjorn 
Sdderberg, a 

trade union 
activist, in 
Stockholm. 


2001 
Three members 
of the nazi 
Boot Boys gang 
knife 15- 
year-old 
Norwegian- 
African 
Benjamin 
Hermansen to 
death in racist 
murder 


2010 
Swedish police 
arrest a man 
suspected of 
three racist 
murders and 
ten attempted 
racist murders 
between 2002 
and 2010 
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The international anti 


Anders Behring Breivik was inspired by anti-Muslim websites and bloggers. David Williams 
casts his eye over a worldwide network of anti- Muslim propagandists. 


a 


Baron Bodissey (USA) 
“Baron Bodissey" is apparently a ———~ acd Mark Steyn (Canada) 

pseudonym for Edward S May who AOI Dy = A conservative cultural and political commentator, Mark Steyn 
runs the influential blog Gates of was the subject of a complaint by the Ontario Human Rights 
Vienna. The name refers to the siege Commission following the publication of an article in 
of Vienna in 1683, which represented Maclean's magazine in 2007 entitled “The Future 
the limits of the Ottoman Belongs to Islam". The complaint occasioned much 
Empire's expansion into Europe controversy over the boundaries of free speech. 
before its long decline. The blog A scathing critic of multiculturalism, Steyn is a 

is a central component of the proponent of the “Eurabia" thesis, which features 
Islamophobic blogosphere and heavily in his book America Alone (2006). 
provides a platform for a host 
of Islamophobic bloggers. 


David Horowitz (USA) 
A former Marxist, David 
Horowitz is the editor of 
Frontpage, the online journal of 
the David Horowitz Freedom 
Center, which describes itself as 
“dedicated to the defense of 
free societies whose moral, 
cultural and economic 
foundations are under attack by 
leftist and Islamist enemies at 
home and.abroad"”. The DHFC 
has provided financial support 
to Robert Spencer's 
Jihad Watch website. 
Horowitz is the 
sponsor of 
“Islamofascism 
Awareness Week", 
which took place 
during October 
2007, and has been 
active on American university 
campuses. 


Pamela Geller (USA) 
Pamela Geller has emerged 
as the most visible and 
influential figurehead of the 
American Islamophobic 
movement. She runs the 
blog Atlas Shrugs. She is a 


close consort of Robert Robert Spencer (USA) 

Sead ge wim ane = Robert Spencer is the founder of 
Angee ie Aevenedy the Jihad Watch blog, which is 
Frecaay MPrrse Ms described as a project of the 
apeatve ere = : David Horowitz Freedom Center. 
atop the tsiamisation He regularly contributes to 


of America (SIOA). Frontpage magazine and Human 
Geller has been at Hank as Well as 


the forefront of i 
appearing as a 
propagating the nib 6 
birther” myth television and on 
about Obama, who other speaking 
she argues is a Muslim. engagements 
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Fjordman (Norway) 
Fjordman is an anonymous Norwegian blogger whose work was 
admired by Anders Breivik, who quoted liberally from his work in 
support of his own views. 

Fjordman's own blog has not been updated since 2005 but he 
regularly blogs as a guest at Gates of Vienna, Jihad Watch and 
others. Fjordman’s work has also appeared in the Brussels Journal. 


Alan Lake (UK) 
Alan Lake, a wealthy 
IT consultant based 
in London, is the 
financier and 
strategist for the English Defence 
League (EDL). He has been 
involved with the group since its 
inception. He also runs the 
4Freedoms website, which serves 
as an important clearing house for 
discussion and debate about the 
supposed evils of Islam. 


oe 


Anders Gravers (Denmark) 
Anders Gravers Pederson is a Danish 

Islamophobic activist who founded the 

Stop the Islamification of Denmark pee 
group around 2007. The group ’ 
is part of the wider Stop the 
Islamification of Europe (SOIE) 
organisation, which he ran with 
Stephen Gash, a former member 
] of the English Democrats Party. 


Aeneas Lavinium (UK) 
Aeneas Lavinium has been identified as 
the British anti-Muslim blogger and 
activist Chris Knowles. He runs the 
International Civil Liberties Alliance 
(ICLA) website, which serves as a 
clearing house for information on 
the counter-jihad movement. It also 
participates in annual counter-jihad 


Lars Hedegaard (Denmark) 
A member of the right-wing populist and 
“summits” for its adherents across anti-Muslim Danish People's Party, Lars 
Europe and the United States. Hedegaard is president of the 

= International Free Press Society, whose 
parent organisation is the Danish Free 
Press Society. The society has served as a 
platform for a range of anti- 
Muslim bloggers, 
commentators and politicians 
including the Dutch 
Islamophobe Geert Wilders. 


Bat Ye’or (UK) 
Bat Ye'or is a pseudonym for 
Giséle Littman, an Anglo- 
Egyptian author of several books, 
most notably Eurabia: The Euro- 
Arab Axis (2005). This book sets 
out the idea, popular with both 
Islamophobes and the far right, 
that French-led European policy 
has been to align the European 
Union with the Muslim world to offset 
American power. 
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it’s time to act 
against the EDL 


Nick Lowles 


SEARCHLIGHT HAS LONG COMPLAINED that the Home 
Office has failed to appreciate the threat posed by the English 
Defence League. It fails to classify the EDL as a far-right 
extremist organisation and pays little attention to it other than 
as a law and order issue. 

Searchlight hopes that the connection between Anders 
Breivik and the EDL might prompt the authorities to reconsider. 
The EDL began its life as a street gang opposing “militant 

Islam" but it quickly morphed into a more dangerous anti- 
Muslim organisation. It opposes all new mosques and other 
Islamic buildings, its slogans and chants abuse the Muslim 
faith and its supporters have increasingly been involved in 
violent attacks. 

As has been demonstrated elsewhere in this magazine, it 
shares much of the same ideology and interpretation of the 
world with the Norwegian killer. 

Indeed, several EDL supporters have written approvingly of 
the car bomb that ripped through the administrative heart 
of Oslo. Even its leader, Stephen Lennon, while distancing 
himself from the murders of young people, claimed that 
Breivik was articulating legitimate concerns. 

“People should look at what happened in Oslo and 
understand that there is growing anger in Europe,” he told 
the press. “You suppress people's rights you suppress 
people's voices and people will just continue to go 
underground — but that doesn't make the problem go away.” 

The EDL is not a terrorist organisation but it could act as a 
conveyor belt for potential terrorists. “| think they are best 
viewed as a ‘gateway organisation’ to terrorism — like Hizb ut- 
Tahrir — and subjected to the same kind of monitoring,” says 
Dave Rich, of the Community Security Trust. 

EDL supporters have displayed a growing militancy in recent 
months. Some have called for the taking up of arms while 
others are actively demanding a more confrontational and 
violent strategy. 

A cursory study of the Facebook pages of EDL supporters 
reveals many posing with guns and other weapons. 

The growing relationship between the EDL and elements 
within the loyalist paramilitary Ulster Defence Association 
should be cause for concern. 

The EDL arguably presents the biggest threat to community 
cohesion in the UK today. Its strategy of provocative marches 
and physical attacks on political opponents is designed to 
increase tensions and divisions in communities with a large 
Muslim population. 

Worse still, it is politicising a generation of young 
extremists, some of whom could go on to commit more 
violent acts. 

It is time the Home Office reclassifies the EDL as an 
extremist organisation and allows the police to deploy the 
same manpower and resources on monitoring its activity as 
they would in relation to other extremist groups. a 
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Just some of the photos of EDL 
supporters posing with guns 
that are on the Internet 


See Wing 
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ge a Scot Sa hae - 4 
Beye In a world in which the war against Islamist terror dominates the headlines, 
~'Britain’s.own-far-right terrorists have largely gone unnoticed. 
‘In fact there are over a dozen people with known far-right links or motives : ¢ 
Bri jails for terror connected offences. i 


residing in Bsiti 
ER thee 


(main image) A small 
selection of the wepons 
found at the home of 

BNP member Terence 
Robert Gavan ~ 

(left) X-ray photographs 
showing a nail from 
Copeland's Brixton bomb 
embedded in the head of 


DAVID COPELAND ; 

In 1999 David Copeland . oa 

killed three-people and 

injured over 200 others 
‘when he detonated 
three nail bombs in 


London. Copeland was = .  ababy 
‘eventually caught and is now Qe ~~ 
serving six life sentences. 
Copeland told police he hoped his | DAVID TOVEY ; ROBERT COTTAGE 
bombing campaign was going to In November 2002 Oxfordshire- Robert Cottage pleaded 
ignite a race war that would based David Tovey was sentenced guilty in February 2007 
eventually lead to the election of a to 11 years in prison after police to possession of 
British National Party government. uncovered an arsenal at his home. explosives. Manchester 
He had been a member of the The police only discovered the Crown Court heard how Cottage 


pipe bombs, a sub- 
machine gun, two 
shotguns, a pistol and 
bullets when they 
called at his house 

* after an officer linked 


had amassed a huge amount of 
chemicals that could have been 
used to make explosives and 
prepared himself for race war. 

The chemicals included potassium 
: nitrate used in the production of 
TERENCE GAVAN him to a campaign of gunpowder and hydrogen peroxide 
Terrace Gavan, a British racist graffiti. used to. make the high-powered 
National Party member ee explosive TATP. He also had ball 


sia %: 


from Kirklees, was asi bearings that could be used as 


BNP in east London before joining 
the openly nazi National Socialist 
Movement shortly before his 

bombing campaign began. 


sentenced to a total of IAN AND NICKY DAVISON shrapnel for explosive devices, air 
11 years in prison lan Davison was arrested in June pistols with ammunition and 
January 2010 after 2009 when Durham Police was crossbows. 
pleading guilty to informed by-another police force of Cottage was an active member of 
22 charges involving the online activities of the Aryan the BNP and a council election 
explosives, firearms and collecting i Strike Force (ASF). A search of his candidate at the time of his arrest. 
information useful for terrorism over ~~ home uncovered ricin together with 


terror manuals and pipe bombs. 

He became the first person in 
Britain to be sentenced under the 
Chemical Weapons Act 1996 for 
producing a chemical weapon. 

Police found terrorist training 

- manuals at the 
home of his son 
Nicky. 

lan Davison was 
the leader and one 
of the founders of 
the ASF, a hardline 
nazi group. 


a ten-year period. 
At his West Yorkshire home police 

found 54 improvised explosive 

devices (IEDs) and more than 30 

firearms, some of which he had 

made or modified himself. 
Police found a hitlist 

of potential targets and 

the handwritten note: 

“A patriot must always 

be ready to defend 

his country against 

enemies and their 

governments” . 


Weapons found at Martyn Gilleard’s home 
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NATHAN WORRELL 
Worrell was jailed for more than 
seven years in December 2008 after 
being found guilty of possessing 

: material for terrorist purposes and 

a racially aggravated harassment. 
During the trial the court heard that 
police had found manuals 
explaining how to make bombs and 
detonators using household 
materials at his flat in Grimsby as 
well as two tubs of weedkiller, 
three bottles of lighter fluid 
‘and fireworks, some of which 
had been tampered with. 

They also found a significant 
amount of racist and far-right 
propaganda, including BNP 
material, and membership 

- cards for extreme groups such 
as the Ku Klux Klan, the November 
9th Society and the British People’s 
Party. A bomb-making video found 
came from Combat 18. 


MARTYN GILLEARD 

Martyn Gilleard, from Goole, was 
imprisoned for 16 years for terrorism’ 
offences and possession of child 
pornography in summer 2008. 

Gilleard was initially raided by 

police for child sex offences but on 
~ searching his flat they discovered 
an array of knives, guns, machetes 
swords, axes, bullets and four nail 
bombs, together with internet 
instructions for making poison and 
bombs and “significant” amounts 
of racist literature from far-right 
parties including the National 
Front, British People's Party (BPP), 
Blood and Honour and the British 
National Party. 

Gilleard was the BPP's Goole 
branch organiser, making him a 
senior member of this openly nazi 
organisation. 

It was clear from Gilleard’s diary 
that he was preparing to wage race 
war. “Be under no illusion, we are at 
war. And it is a war we are losing 
badly. Unless we, the British right, 
stop talking of racial war and take 
steps to make it happen we will 
never get back that which has been 
stolen from us. I'm so sick and tired 
of hearing Nationalists talk of killing 
Muslims, or blowing up mosques, of 
fighting back. Only to see these acts 
of resistance fail to appear. “The 
time has come to stop the talk and 
start to act." 


“Neil Lewington was 


® sii ls Be 


+ ' | OWEN DODDS 


NEIL LEWINGTON 


jailed indefinitely in 
2009 after being convicted of 
possessing explosives with intent to 
endanger life and preparing for acts 
of terrorism. 

The 43 year old from Tilehurst near 
Reading had been developing a 


bomb-making factory in his bedroom. 


He was carrying components for two 
homemade bombs when arrested in 
2008 in Lowestoft, Suffolk. 

A search of his bedroom at his 
parents’ home uncovered chemical 
mixtures labelled “igniter”, 
weedkiller, firelighters, fuses, 
pyrotechnic boosters and a range of 
bomb-making manuals. A notebook 
entitled “Waffen SS UK members’ 
handbook” contained diagrams and 
information on “picking target 
areas” and “counter-surveillance”. 

.A note read: “We are highly 
trained ex-military personnel and 
will use incendiary and explosive 
devices throughout the UK at 
random until all non-British people 
as defined by blood are removed 
from our country." 

Lewington admired David 
Copeland and the Oklahoma bomber 


Timothy McVeigh. He claimed to be a 


National Front member and had links 

with the nazi groups Combat 18, 
Blood and Honour and the 

OY British People's Party. 


Owen Dodds, a 29-year 

old from Elsdon in : 

Northumberland, was jailed 

for seven years in 2008 
after an improvised pipe-bomb he 
was constructing, packed with lethal 
homemade explosives and metal 
fragments, went off prematurely, 
taking with it seven of his fingers. 

Police later found a wealth of 
chemical components including a 
carton of hexamethylene triperoxide 
diamine (HMTD), a favourite of 
suicide bombers. They also 
discovered a cache of weapons. 
Dodds, who had previous 

convictions for violence and had 
been banned for life from possessing 
firearms or ammunition, was, the 
court heard, an “immature, lonely, 
isolated and bored" individual rather 
than a calculating terrorist. However; 
nazi music, flags and literature were 
found in his home. 


Ww 


' 


Bomb-making materials found at Neil Lewington’s home 


-living in Hampshire, was 


JEFFERSON AZEVEDO 
Jefferson Azevedo, a o_ 
Brazilian-born postman 


convicted of perpetrating 
a four-year racist 
campaign beginning in 
2003. Azevedo sent 
threatening letters - 
espousing nazi-views, 
‘many containing white powder, to a 
series of public figures including 
former Prime Minister-Tony Blair. 

Described as a “warped loner", 
Azevedo also targeted charities, 
primary schools, mosques, churches, 
restaurants and members of the 
public as well as planting a hoax 
bomb on the A27, which caused 
travel chaos. Many of those 
Azevedo targeted had taken a stand 
against the far right or supported 
the rights of asylum seekers. 

The letters were all signed 
“RAHOWA'", the racist acronym 
meaning “Racial Holy War", which 
is particularly popular with white 
supremacists in the US. 


DAVID LUCAS 
David Lucas, a BNP activist and 
parish councillor from: Suffolk, was 
given a 12-month jail 
sentence suspended 
- for 12 months for 
' possession of 
gunpowder without 
an explosives licence, 
two offences of 
possessing prohibited 
ammunition and 
one offence of 
possessing ammunition without a 
firearms certificate. 


JOHN LAIDLAW 
In March 2007 John Laidlaw was 
found guilty of three counts of 
attempted murder after he went on 
a shooting spree in 
Islington, north 
London. Laidlaw 
boasted of being a 
member of the BNP 
and said he wanted to 
“kill all black people”. 


BNP bear fight: 


Nick Griffin has emerged the winner by a whisker in the BNP's acrimonious leadership 
election, reports Dave Williams. 


hile it was not quite worthy 
of the billing “clash of the 
Titans", the two British 


National Party MEPs Nick Griffin and 
Andrew Brons went head-to-head last 
month in a contest to decide who would 
lead the party for the next four years. 

Ideologically there is no difference 
between the two men, both of whom 
are former chairmen of the National 
Front. The contest was not about policy 
but about personalities and propriety. 
Griffin's personality in particular is a 
significant issue for an increasingly large 
caucus of party activists who believe he 
has led the BNP to wrack and ruin. 
Brons, they believed, could arrest this 
state of atrophy. 

As hostility mounted between the 
camps the BNP became increasingly 
polarised, which raises questions about 
the party's long-term viability in the 
aftermath of the contest. 

Once ballot papers had been sent out 
to members on 7 July the game was on. 
Votes had to be returned by 25 July, 
with the result announced that evening. 

The crucial question was not so much 
who would win but how much damage 
would be done to party unity and 
personal relationships and whether or not 
this would prove irreversible. The contest 
was fought under rules that disbarred 
both candidates from using party 
websites, personal blogs and Twitter 
feeds for their campaign. Griffin breached 
this mandate more than once, in 
particular when he used his Twitter 
account to claim that Brons owed the 
party money, something Brons 
emphatically denied. Brons breached it by 
maintaining his own website. Naturally 
the constant promotion of Griffin on the 
party's official site didn't count. 

Officially both men were permitted a 
500-word statement on the party website 
accompanied by a broadcast. Brons used 
the opportunity to project himself as a 
potential leader, Griffin opted to accuse 
Brons of being “kept in the dark and 
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used" by a “deceitful clique” with their 
own agendas, which came across as 
slightly unhinged and showed that Griffin 
was clearly worried by accusations of 
financial impropriety, which are 
threatening to tear his party apart. 

To get their point across to party 
members the two candidates, and 
Brons in particular, had to rely upon 
15 regional hustings meetings staged 
across the country from 8 to 21 July. 
The hustings started well for Griffin. 
Three were held in his own North West 
region while only one was held in 
Yorkshire, where Brons is based. 

Griffin had left nothing to chance. 

As one opponent observed: “Every 
day is catered for [on the election trail] 
to make sure that his rival [Brons] has no 
time to do anything else.” 

That said, the further away the 
meetings from Griffinite enclaves of 
blinkered support such as Salford and 
Liverpool the more farcical they became. 
In Scotland a mere five people reportedly 
turned up. We are not sure whether this 
figure includes the two candidates and 
their outriders. In the North East 
attendance was supposedly around 30 
people while in Exeter it was half that. 

In London Steve Squire, Griffin's point 
man in the capital, proved equally 
maladroit. He lost his original venue in 
Enfield and was hastily forced to 
relocate to a nearby pub. The meeting 
was as bad tempered as it was short. 
Bob Gertner, a veteran Croydon BNP 
member, asked repeated questions of 
Griffin, demanding he substantiate the 
lies he had told the audience. 

But it was when the discussion turned 
to the Walker brothers, Adam and 
Mark, that tempers really started to fly. 
Griffin claimed his two lieutenants, the 
party's national organiser and political 
admin officer respectively, had sacrificed 
their jobs for the movement to which 
Gertner countered that that was a lie 
and they had actually been sacked for 
“being perverts”. 


As Eddy Butler, the former BNP 
national organiser, observed on the 
internet: “The two Walker brothers 
totally overreacted to this and 
physically assaulted him, throwing him 
out the door." 

Disturbed by the commotion, the 
landlord threw the whole meeting out 
onto the street, Griffin and Brons 
included. The Eastern regional meeting 
scheduled for Borehamwood the 
following evening was also cancelled 
after its organiser, Danny Seabrook, took 
fright following a tongue-in-cheek text 
message response from Butler. It was 
hurriedly reconvened in Canvey Island in 
Essex though only a small gaggle of 
supporters attended. 

Before these hustings meetings the 
BNP election campaign had been 
enlivened by the publication of an eight- 
page booklet entitled Party Overview 
denigrating Griffin and his leadership 
team, which was posted to members 
and published on the internet. 

Geoff Dickens, the East Midlands 
organiser and returning officer for the 
leadership election, branded the booklet, 
purportedly published by “The 
Independent Andrew Brons BNP 
Support Group”, “illegal” and “totally 
unauthorised and immoral”. 

It was “the most disgusting and 
dishonest thing | have seen in my 
37 years as an active member of our 
nationalist struggle," Griffin railed in 
overly hysterical tones, clearly forgetting 
many of the things he had done himself 
in the past that trumped this. 

His denunciation of the booklet's 
“lies" was mocked by Butler who noted 
that Griffin's lengthy statement 
attacking it had failed to identify any 
actual falsehoods. 

Brons was quick to dissociate himself 
from the booklet, which had not been 
produced by him or his team. His 
statement was posted on the BNP 
website. Not content with this act of 
contrition Griffin used Brons's statement 


as an opportunity to attack 
his rival, further ratcheting up 
the temperature between the 
two camps. 

Brons responded with a 
strongly worded statement on 
his own website that 
concluded: “Mr Griffin talks 
about reconciliation and co- 
operation but his actions are 
leading towards a conflict that 
will be increasingly difficult to 
resolve. He is demonstrating for all 
to see what a divisive force he is." 

Several days after the publication of 
Party Overview, an email entitled 
“The reality about Andrew Brons” was 
circulated on 14 July to members across 
the country from an official BNP account 
in an attempt to smear Brons. Griffin's 
silence on the email indicates an 
interesting double standard. 

Brons reported the matter to Dickens 
who promised to investigate. 

Amid the growing acrimony Griffin's 
team issued a leaflet headed Myth 
Busters aimed at quelling internal 
discontent about the party's debts, a 
central bone of contention in the 
leadership campaign. It was 
accompanied by a two-page financial 
overview by Clive Jefferson, the party 
treasurer, in an equally vain attempt to 
dampen criticism concerning Griffin's 
alleged financial maladministration of 
the party. 

“| can guarantee that these Central 
Party Reports will become as rare as 
hen's teeth once the Permanent 
Chairman is officially crowned for his 
four year term," commented Butler 
acidly of Griffin's bogus move towards 
financial transparency. 

As Butler implied, Griffin's attempt to 
pull the wool over the eyes of his 
supporters and detractors alike was 
certainly little more than a shallow 
attempt to buy himself enough time to 
secure re-election, after which he can 
set about purging the party of those he 


has failed to win over, just has he has 
done in the past. This could pose 
problems for Griffin. 

Many of the heavyweight BNP 
activists and ideologues have fallen in 
behind Brons leaving Griffin reliant on a 
politically inexperienced coterie of 
sycophants in whose eyes he can do no 
wrong. This is perhaps just as Griffin 
wants it regardless of the cost to the 
party itself. 

A number of other anomalies gave the 
Brons camp cause for concern. Only 
those with two years of unbroken party 
membership should have had the right 
to vote. However, there appears to be 
evidence that voting rights were 
extended to members of only a few 
months’ standing which, Brons argued, 
indicated “at worst an attempt to let 
non-eligible members vote in the 
election, or at best, significant 
incompetence in the membership 
department and administration”. 

In an earlier craven attempt to 
destabilise Brons's campaign Jefferson, 
this time acting in his role as BNP 
elections officer, ordered him to remove 
the party logo from his campaign 
website as a means of delegitimising him 
as a potential challenger in the eyes of 
the membership. 

None of this behaviour should have 
surprised Brons. Griffin, he should know 
from past experience, plays dirty. In 


1986 Griffin was deputy chairman of the 
NF and a leader of its “political soldier" 
faction which was plotting to seize 
control of the party. Griffin later replayed 
his version of events in a noxious little 
pamphlet entitled Attempted Murder, in 
which he denounced Brons for being 
part of a clique of “reactionaries” whose 
“ridiculous and disruptive attitude" was 
running the party into the ground, 
leaving Griffin, the newly elevated 
chairman, with little option but to 

expel Brons. 

Following Griffin's purge of the NF in 
1986 two organisations emerged both 
claiming to embody the “real” spirit of 
the party. Both were utter failures. In 
The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis 
Bonaparte (1852) Karl Marx observed: 
“Hegel remarks somewhere that all 
great world-historic facts and 
personages appear, so to speak, twice. 
He forgot to add: the first time as 
tragedy, the second time as farce.” 

In the case of the 2011 BNP 
leadership election, however, farce 
has repeated itself as farce. Griffin 
won by 1,157 votes to Brons's 1,148 
with 11 spoilt papers and 37 votes 
declared invalid as they were unsigned. 
Brons has already said that Griffin has 
a “questionable mandate” but called 
on members to stay in the BNP. 

The dissension in the BNP is set to 
run and run. B 
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Investigation 


Myths and lies on the 
BNP debt mountain 


A British National Party defence of the party's financial health is a mixture of lies, 
half-truths and omissions. Sonia Gable investigates. 


ONLY £52,000 IS OWED by the British 
National Party according to a 
document issued by Nick Griffin's 
leadership campaign team. Opponents 
dismissed the figure as a total lie. 

Griffin's financial mismanagement of 
the BNP and the long list of its unpaid 
bills were among the reasons Andrew 
Brons challenged his fellow MEP for 
the party leadership. The same 
accusations formed a major part of 
Eddy Butler's challenge last year. 

The Myth Busters leaflet, which was 
sent to party members during the brief 
campaign, purports to refute an anti- 
Griffin brochure published 
independently of Brons's campaign, 
which clearly caused alarm in Griffin's 
camp. But a close reading of the leaflet 
proves that it, and an accompanying 
financial overview by the BNP treasurer 
Clive Jefferson, answer nothing. 

Griffin told a party meeting in August 
2010 that the party had liabilities of 
half a million pounds. Others have 
cited figures from £600,000 to 
£750,000 and Butler claims the BNP's 
Advisory Council was told in June that 
the total debt was over £700,000. 

The last audited accounts showed 
£400,000 of debts at the end of 2009. 
Since then the party has received a 
bequest of £174,000, the only 
reportable donation since September 
2009. However income generally is 
likely to have fallen since 2009 
because of all the party infighting and 
disillusionment at the 2010 election 
results, as well as the fact that 
members were encouraged to take out 
life membership in 2009, resulting in 
reduced membership fees in 
subsequent years. 

That the party was struggling 
financially was evident in October 
2010 when Jim Dowson, the BNP's 
fundraising and management 
consultant at the time, wrote to the 
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party's creditors giving them a week to 
accept an offer of 20p in the pound 

“in full and final payment” of their 
outstanding invoices. He made it clear 
that if creditors did not accept the offer 
they would “inevitably ... end up with , 
nothing at all”. 

Griffin's £500,000 admission 
probably did not include the party's 
huge legal costs incurred in its battle 
with the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission and its defence of various 
unfair dismissal claims from former 
employees, as the liabilities were not 
settled. The Myth Busters document 
merely says that for legal reasons 
“we are not able to comment” on the 
legal debts. “Thank you for your 
understanding and your faith." Griffin 
must have an even lower opinion of 
his members’ intelligence than does 
Searchlight if he thinks that will satisfy 
anyone. The legal debts and 
settlements to former employees are 
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expected to total well over £200,000. 

A debt of £57,000 to the Royal Mail 
is stated to be owed by a Dowson- 
owned company called Solasni. Not so 
says Brons, who reproduces documents 
on his website showing the account 
clearly in the name of the BNP. 

Royal mail dockets were signed by 
Angus Matthys, Griffin's son-in-law, 
who is on the party payroll. According 
to Brons, the BNP temporarily used 
Solasni's post office box as an address 
when the party's administration was 
run from Belfast. 

Myth Busters claims that a bill owed 
to Romac Press, a Belfast printer, was 
in dispute because of “late arriving 
leaflets and non-delivery of items”. 

It goes on to state: “Manager of 
Romac Press is in court next month for 
attempted ‘blackmail’ and ‘demanding 
money with menaces’." 

Yet on 15 July 2011 judgement was 
given against Griffin and David 


(left to right) former treasurer 
David Hannam, current treasurer 
Clive Jefferson and the man who 
wastes all the money, party leader 
Nick Griffin 
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Hannam, one of many former BNP 
treasurers, in favour of Romac Press for 
£45 ,505.82. The two were sued as 
representatives for the members of the 
BNP, an unincorporated association. 
According to Brons the claim was 
uncontested. But days after the 
judgement Griffin and Jefferson told a 
leadership campaign hustings meeting 
in Scotland that no papers had been 
served on them. 

No doubt Griffin will try to avoid 
payment, and reality, by putting in a 
series of late appeals as he has done in 
the long-running unfair dismissal claim 
by Michaela Mackenzie, a former 
employee. Although Griffin signed an 
agreement in front of an Employment 
Tribunal and legal representatives to 
pay her an undisclosed five-figure sum 
by 14 July 2010, he reneged on the 
deal and has attempted to make three 
appeals. All have failed and the case, 
which continues this month, is 
expected to cost the party £35,000 
according to Butler. 

The largest debt listed in the anti- 
Griffin brochure is £160,000 owed to 
Adlorries.com Ltd, another Dowson 
company of which Griffin's daughter 
Jennifer was appointed a director in 
2009. Griffin responds: “No invoices or 
court action or even requests for 
payment have been received" — which is 
not exactly a denial that the debt exists. 
Probably Dowson realises that requesting 
payment would be a waste of breath 
and in any case he was paid handsomely 
by the party for his services until he and 
Griffin fell out at the end of 2010. 

Myth Busters states that a claimed 
£22,000 owed to Clear Sound Alarms 
is now only £15,000 and the party is 
“on very good terms” with the 
company. This is no surprise as the 
company maintains the security 
system installed at Griffin's home in 
2009 at the huge cost of £33,500. 


Looking after number one is always 
Griffin's priority. 

The BNP claims to have paid off 
£26,000 owed to HM Revenue and 
Customs in tax and national insurance 
contributions on staff salaries. Butler 
says the BNP has paid off £20,000 due 
for 2010/11 but still owes £28,700, 
mostly for 2009/10. 

Jefferson's financial overview is even 
more ridiculous than the Myth Busters 
leaflet. In an attempt to show that the 
BNP's accounts are reliable, he explains 
that political parties with a turnover of 
more than £250,000 must have their 
accounts audited by an independent 
firm of chartered accountants before 
they are submitted to the Electoral 
Commission where they are 
“examined in minute detail ... to 
ensure that the highest of standards 
and financial transparency are met". 

In fact the Electoral Commission 
barely looks at the accounts, and the 
auditors’ reports for the past two years 
identified significant “deficiencies”. 

The Electoral Commission had no power 
to impose any penalties for these failures 
though the law has since been changed. 

Jefferson fails to mention that the 
BNP has suffered repeated fines for 
late accounts. Above all he makes no 
reference to the party's 2010 accounts, 
which were due at the Electoral 
Commission on 7 July. The BNP 
website has also been silent and it 
seems likely that the party has failed 
once again to complete its accounts on 
time. That would make a mockery of 
Jefferson's statement that the party has 
acted on its auditors’ advice with the 
result that “our system has become 
more robust and open”. 

Whether the BNP had submitted its 
accounts on time was not going to be 
revealed until a few days after the close 
of the leadership ballot on 25 July, 
timing that some have suggested 


Griffin chose with this in mind. 

Jefferson makes much of a claimed 
separation of the BNP's local and 
national accounts, which has always 
been the case, and the fact that he as 
treasurer authorises payments but 
cannot sign cheques. Nor can Griffin 
sign cheques, boasts Jefferson. 
However one of the party's three 
signatories is “Admin Head Mrs Jen 
Matthys", Griffin's daughter, though 
the report fails to reveal the 
connection. Butler points out that 
Griffin also has access to party credit 
cards and a “secret slush fund” in the 
name of the fundraising Trafalgar Club. 

Defending his well known ignorance 
in financial matters, Jefferson declares 
that the treasurer “should not be 
responsible for the actual bookkeeping 
of the party", a job for which the party 
has recently employed a retired 
chartered accountant. Strangely the BNP 
made the same claim two years ago. 

Jefferson goes on to explain 
laboriously that the “treasurer of a 
large organisation” need not be an 
accountant, but that his job is to 
“decide what we can and cannot 
afford" using information from 
the bookkeeper and advice from the 
“Financial Scrutiny Committee" and 
auditor, and to “make the prudent 
decisions needed to keep the party on 
an even keel". Jefferson's problem is 
that he simply lacks the intelligence to 
understand any financial information 
and advice he may receive. 

He ends by stating that the BNP 
intends “within the next few months” 
to publish its management accounts in 
a quarterly report to members and 
online. With Brons losing the 
leadership election so narrowly, leaving 
him and his supporters in a greatly 
strengthened position, Jefferson may 
be held to a promise he undoubtedly 
hoped he could quietly forget. & 
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Jewish EDL leader walks out 
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ENGLISH DEFENCE LEAGUE 
breakaway leader John “Snowy” 
Shaw’s newfound love of 
antisemitism has driven the 
mainstream EDL to support Israel 
further, increasing the confusion 
among its followers about what it is 
that the EDL actually believes. 

The final days of June saw Shaw 
and his followers, now fully 
ensconced among supporters of the 
old National Front and Combat 18, 
conspire to drive the EDLs Jewish 
Division chief Roberta Moore 
(pictured) away from the 
organisation by bombarding the 
division’s and Moore's Facebook 
pages with extremist rants against 
Israel and Judaism. They even 
attacked her personally. In one rant, 
Shaw wrote to Moore “f*** off back to 
Brazil you Zionist immigrant c**t”, 
following it up with, “Jews and 
Muslims both thing [sic] you are 
superior to the rest of us and both 
want to rule the world.” 

As the rest of Shaw’s “Infidels” 
piled in against Moore she finally 
had enough and quit the 
organisation, initially claiming that 
it was because she had been offered 
work on “an international level” 
elsewhere. She later changed her 
story, saying that “Nazi elements” 
had driven her out. 
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For most EDL members, who are 
either nonplussed or not interested 
in Israel, the departure of the highly 
strung and confrontational Moore 
hardly registered. Certainly few 
people bothered to venture a 
defence of either Israel or Moore. 

But what Moore did have was 
powerful friends. Already at odds with 
the EDLs secret backer, the shadowy 
Alan Lake, Stephen Yaxley Lennon, 
the EDLs leader, sprang to the 
defence of Moore, the Jewish division 
and Israel. In a statement under his 
alias Tommy Robinson, Lennon 
wrote: “The English Defence League 
will not be deterred from its support 
of Israel and the Jewish people.” 


But Moore's departure had already 


done its damage. The American 
blogger and commentator Pamela 
Geller also withdrew her support for 
the EDL. Geller, co-founder of the 
Stop Islamisation of America group, 
had been a major and high profile 
international supporter of the EDL. 
On her widely read and influential 
Tea Party supporting blog, Geller 
wrote: “It has become increasingly 
clear that the EDL has morphed and 
diverged from its original course. 
They now have clearly been 
infiltrated by the worst kind of 
influences. They are now 
unrecognisable to me.” 


A shortage of 
Christian love 


THE REVELATION in last month's 
Searchlight that the key EDL organiser 
Roger Firth had a conviction for his 
part in a premier league match fixing 
scandal unsettled a number of other 
EDL activists. 

For his part Firth appeared less 
concerned about his conviction than 
about the accusation that he had 
become a police supergrass. 

“i'm [sic] going nowhereand [sic] 
have nothing to hide,” he write when 
the story broke. 

News that Firth had been involved in 
a financial fraud with a Far East 
gambling syndicate may also come as a 
bit of a shock to members of the 
Lewisham Spiritualist Church of which 
Firth's wife, Dorothy, who often 
accompanies him on racist and violent 
demonstrations, is president. 

The church, in south London, was 
founded in 1936 and offers “spiritualist 
healing” and “spiritual home cleaning”. 

As president, Firth's wife oversees a 
number of the church's offerings, which 
include “spiritual healing” for children 
and pets as well as “readings” in which 
the church's mediums attempt to 
contact the dead for a small fee. 

We were unable to contact anyone 
from the church as they did not answer 
their phones. Perhaps Dorothy knew in 
advance that we were calling. 


Dorothy and 
Roger Firth 


Home news 


New 


old 


nazis on 
the block 


By Alexander Gray 


THE WHITE POWER music 
scene in England has evidently 
become more active in recent 
months, while Blood and 
Honour (B&H) has almost lost 
its monopoly over organising 
gigs in the London area. A new 
network was established in late 
autumn 2010 under the name 
Pirate 28, its first gig being the 
Remembrance Day event on 
13 November. 

Pirate 28, which aims “to 
support and promote 
Nationalist Socialist & 
Nationalist views through a 
variety of media tools", is new 
only at first sight. It is headed 
by Graham “Grumpy” 
Thompson, lead singer of the 
nazi band Avalon. In the mid- 
1990s, Thompson was close to 
Combat 18, but drifted away 
and in 1998 helped organise, 
as a leader of Avalon and 
editor of Strength and Will, 

a final anti-C18 split in B&H. 
Due to internal rivalries, 
however, Thompson had to 
move from Coventry to 
Orpington, Kent, but 
managed to reform Avalon. 

Thompson is notorious for 
his outright nazi worldview 
and violent character. In an 
interview for Blood & Honour 
magazine, he stated: “Street 
action is more important 
today than ever before. | truly 
believe the masses are 
starting to take to our ideals 
once again, | just hope we're 
ready for them.” 


Pirate 28 maintains close 
ties with the British “chapter” 
of the Volksfront 
International. Many US 
members of the Volksfront, 
which is considered one of 
the most active nazi groups 
on the West Coast, have 
been imprisoned for attacks 
on individuals and 
synagogues. 

In 2005, Thompson's 
band headlined the annual 
Aryan Fest organised by the 
Volksfront in Oregon. The gig 
featured a keynote speech by 
the American attorney Edgar 
Steele who defended Richard 
G Butler, founder of the nazi 
terrorist network Aryan 
Nations. In May 2011, Steele 
was found guilty of 
conspiracy to murder his wife 
and mother-in-law and will 
be sentenced this month to at 
least 30 years in prison. 

Although almost all British 
Volksfront members are 
involved in B&H activities, the 
chapter's presumed intention 
gradually to supersede B&H is 
a matter of concern. The 
same is true for Thompson's 
Pirate 28. The Remembrance 
Day gig was originally 
organised by B&H, but in 
2010 Pirate 28 seized the 
initiative. Since then Pirate 28 
has organised one more gig, 
Loud and Leary, on 14 May 
2011, after failing to arrange 
the widely advertised 
Gathering of the Pure gig on 


Nazi pirate captain Graham 
“Grumpy” Thompson 


5 March to celebrate Avalon's 
new album “In Death We 
Breath” [sic]. . 

Pirate 28's next gig is a 
celebration of the birthday of 
lan Stuart Donaldson, 
founder and lead singer of 
the nazi band Skrewdriver, 
who died in a car crash in 
1993. Originally, Pirate 28 
planned to hold it on 20 
August, which would have 
clashed with B&H's memorial 
concert for Andrew “Stinko” 
Lewis, Celtic Warrior's bass 
player who died of bowel 
cancer in 1998. A similar trick 
was performed by the BNP in 
2008 when it organised the 
party's Red, White and Blue 
festival on the same weekend 
as the “Stinko" Memorial, 


- — it 2a 
which resulted in a poor 
turnout for B&H. 

Whether Thompson's 
Pirate 28, with a feasible 
backing from the Volksfront 
British “chapter”, will really 
challenge B&H remains to be 
seen. At the moment, 
however, Thompson prefers 
not to confront B&H, as he 
eventually rescheduled the 
ISD Celebration Day for 
13 August. It will be held in 
Kent at a “private adventure 
theme park" and will include 
arm wrestling, shooting, axe 
throwing, tattooists and a pig 
roast. The evening's 
entertainment will include 
seven live acts from “various 
European Nations” and “a 
full Skrewdriver karaoke". 
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BNP county councillor defects to 
the English Democrats 


ONE OF THE three British 
National Party councillors elected 
in 2009 has defected to the 
English Democrats Party (EDP). 

Deidre Gates, a county 
councillor for South Oxhey in 
Hertfordshire, announced her 
decision following several weeks 
of speculation about her future. 
She had resigned the BNP whip in 
August 2010 to sit as an 
“independent nationalist” 
following Eddy Butler's failed 
challenge for the BNP leadership, 
which she had supported. 


Gates told the press at the 
time of her resignation from the 
BNP, “I! continue to believe 
entirely in the aims and ideals of 
British nationalism". How she 
has squared her conversion 
less than a year a later to the 
cause of English nationalism is 
anyone's guess. 

Joining her in the EDP is 
Seamus Dunne, the former BNP 
councillor for Ashridge on Three 
Rivers District Council who had 
left the BNP at the same time. 
The EDP has been curiously 
quiet about its latest 
acquisitions, however. Gates's 
official defection to the EDP is 
another blow to Griffin who 
crowed endlessly about gaining 
the party's first ever county 
councillors. Since then he has 
also lost Graham Partner, a 
Leicestershire county councillor. 

The final BNP county councillor, 
Sharon Wilkinson in Burnley, has 
recently thrown her lot in with 
Andrew Brons, this year's BNP 
leadership challenger. 


BNP nail bomber loses appeal 


DAVID COPELAND, the BNP 
bomber whose campaign of terror 
killed three people in London in 
April 1999, has lost his appeal to 
have his sentence cut. 

Copeland waged his own race 
war over the course of two weeks 
by planting nail bombs in Brick 
Lane, Brixton and Soho. It was his 
final bomb, left in the Admiral 
Duncan pub, frequented by 
London's gay community, that 
resulted in the deaths, including a 
pregnant woman and her unborn 
child, and injured 79 more, many 
very seriously. More were injured 
in his two earlier bombings. 
Although he believed his actions 
would ignite a race war that 
would bring the BNP to power, 
Copeland had actually ditched 
the BNP before the attacks and 
joined the National Socialist 


24 | Searchlight | August 2011 


Movement, which he believed to 
be more hardline. 

Copeland was handed six life 
sentences in June 2000 and told 
that he must serve 30 years before 
he could be considered for parole. 
A judge in 2007 increased the 
tariff to 50 years. 

Copeland appealed but the 
Court of Appeal upheld the 
sentence in July. “It is difficult to 
exaggerate the horror of these 
appalling crimes, which 
stemmed, as far as we Can see, 
from the appellant's abhorrent 
beliefs," stated Lord Judge, the 
Lord Chief Justice. “Having 
reflected on this awful case, 
we have come to the conclusion 
that the appeal should be 
dismissed.” 

Copeland will spend the 
remainder of his life behind bars. 


Tom Gower sacked 


TOM GOWER 
(pictured) has been 
sacked from his 
position as the British 
National Party 
Coventry organiser 
supposedly for 
supporting Andrew 
Brons's leadership 
challenge. 

Gower, a hardline 
racial activist, used to 
be the BNP's 
enquiries officer. = 
He was sacked as = 
Coventry organiser at the beginning of July 
“ostensibly for a link on his personal Facebook 
page", according to an article on Brons's 
website, which cast doubt on that claim. 

The article has since been removed. 

The Griffin camp claim that Gower's Facebook 
page openly supports the rival Britain First 
campaigning group, which is run by the former 
BNP officers Paul Golding and Andrew McBride, 
and Jim Dowson, the former party fundraiser 
who has fallen out with Griffin. 

Gower had worked in Dowson's Northern 
Ireland call centre where some of his 
colleagues got it into their heads that he was a 
Searchlight “mole”. 

Gower was relieved of his position by the West 
Midlands regional organiser Alwyn Deacon who 
is staunchly behind Griffin. Gower maintains that 
he was sacked because of his backing for Brons. 


David Copeland (left) acts as 
minder to John Tyndall, founder 
and former leader of the BNP 


Po e's tribute to fascist 
collaborator condemned 


By Alfio Bernabei 


Pope Benedict XVI's tribute to a key 
collaborator of the fascist Ustasha 
regime in Croatia, which exterminated 
hundred of thousands of people during 
the Second World War, has reopened 
the issue of the Vatican's support to 
nazis and fascists, including the 
assistance given to a large number of 
them to avoid justice at the end of the 
war. It may lead to the cancellation of 
the Pope's visit to Serbia in 2013 as a 
sign of protest. 

On a visit to Cardinal Alojzije 
Stepinac's grave in Zagreb in June, the 
Pope described him as “a defender of 
Jews, Orthodox Catholics and anyone 
under persecution”. In reality, in 
1946 Stepinac was given a 17-year 
prison sentence for collaborating 
with the fascist Ustasha leaders 
whose brutalities were so extreme 
they even shocked some of their 
masters in the Third Reich, including 
Adolf Hitler's Foreign Minister, Joachim 
von Ribbentrop. 

Criticism of Benedict XVI was 
compounded by his failure to visit 
Jasenovac, “the Yugoslav Auschwitz”, 
where around 700.000 people were 
killed, including 100,000 Jews and 
Roma and 20,000 children. Catholic 
priests were said to have taken part in 
the executions of antifascists. 

Stepinac became a nazi collaborator 
after the German invasion of 
Yugoslavia in April 1941 and the 
setting up of the Ustasha Independent 
State of Croatia, which implemented 
anti-Jewish and anti-Serb laws. The 
puppet state was led by Ante Pavelic, 
who set up the Ustasha Party during 
his stay in Italy from 1929. The party 
was financed by Mussolini. 

A fervent Catholic and devoted to 


Hitler, Pavelic got the blessing of Pope 
Pius XII before the Ustashi embarked 
on a policy for “1/3 of Serbs to be 
converted to the Catholic religion, 1/3 
to be deported and 1/3 to be killed”. 
It was Stepinac as Supreme Military 
Apostolic vicar of the Ustasha regime 
who described Pavelic as a man sent 
by God. “God has given us Ante 
Pavelic and moved the leader of a 
friendly and allied people, Adolf Hitler, 
to use his victorious troops to disperse 
our oppressors ... our gratitude to 
Adolf Hitler and Pavelic.” 

Among the critics of Pope Benedict's 
decision to pay homage to Stepinac 
was the American Gathering of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors, whose 
spokesman said, “the Pope was right 
to condemn the Ustasha regime but 
wrong to pay tribute to one of its 


most prominent backers”. In Belgrade 
a spokesman for the Serb Orthodox 
Church said the Pope's invitation to 
the celebrations of 1,700 years of the 
Edict of Milan was likely to be 
rescinded as a mark of protest. 
Pavelic was among the war 
criminals who took shelter inside the 
Vatican after the war. Like thousands 
of others he was helped to cross to 
Spain and then Latin America with 
false papers, as part of the so-called 
ratline used by the Vatican to enable 
nazi criminals to escape justice. In his 
recent book Nazis on the Run: How 
Hitler's Henchmen Fled justice, 
Gerald Steinacher, a research fellow at 
Harvard University, examined 
documents kept by the Red Cross but 
not those in the Vatican because its 
archives after 1939 remain closed. 


Ustasha leader Ante Pavelic gives a Nazi salute (left) watched by Cardinal Alojzije Stepinac and 


other Catholic Church leaders 
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German nazi band, Die 
Luni erschworung 


GERMANY 


Police spy on 
anti-fascists 
From Michael Klein 


FIVE MONTHS after more than 20,000 
anti-fascist protesters stopped thousands 
of nazis from marching through 
Dresden, it has emerged that the police 
have demanded data from telephone 
companies on mobile phone connections 
on the day of the march. It is believed 
that calls by up to 300,000 people could 
be disclosed including not only 
protesters but politicians, lawyers, 
journalists and residents. 

German police have power to collect 
such data where serious crime is involved. 
However, blocking a nazi rally by sitting or 
standing on the street in a non-violent 
manner hardly falls into this category. 

Saxony’s Christian Democrat Interior 
Minister Markus Ulbig justified the request 
on the grounds that there had been an 
attempt to kill a police officer during the 
incidents. This claim was later contradicted 
by the Justice Minister Jurgen Martens 
and the local prosecutor. Ulbig was forced 
to admit that police collection of data also 
covered the day before the march on 19 
February and included more city districts 
than first stated. 

Anti-fascists consider this registration of 
mobile phone data to be an attempt to 
discover and criminalise the anti-fascist 
networks that have so successfully 
organised militant protests against the 
annual nazi march in Dresden. It is also an 
assault on the basic democratic right of 
the freedom of assembly. It is little 
wonder that a columnist of the 
conservative daily Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung drew parallels to the situation in 
Tehran, Minsk and Damascus to point to 
the gravity of the police's behaviour. 

Not surprisingly, the police action has 
been applauded by the nazi National 
Democrats (NPD) whose spokesman 
Andreas Storr argued that this was merely 
daily police routine. He also promised that 
the NPD would use every legal means to 
ensure that the data are used against 
anti-fascists. 
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y two thousand at nazi festival 


From Michael Klein for Antifa-Net in Hanover 


MAJOR NAZI bands and international 
speakers failed to attract more than 
2,000 people to the National 
Democratic Party (NPD) annual 
festival, a figure that fell far short of 
the expectations of the organiser, 

the party's monthly newspaper 
Deutsche Stimme. 

The event at the beginning of July 
was for the first time staged over two 
days. Like in 2010 the venue was at 
an isolated holiday campsite near 
Gorlitz, eastern Saxony, run by the 
longtime fascist activist Helge 
Redeker. NPD leaders, including Udo 
Voigt, Holger Apfel and Udo Pastors, 
had hoped to whip up enthusiasm.for 
September's elections in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, where 
the NPD parliamentary group is 
fighting for survival, following 
disappointing election results earlier 
this year. 

International speakers included Illes 
Zsolt, an activist of the Hungarian 
branch of Blood and Honour, George 
Dimitroulias of the Greek nazi group 
Golden Dawn and Manuel Andrino, 
the leader of the Spanish FE/La 
Falange, who was accompanied by its 
international liaison officer Alberto 
Torresano. They all brought messages 
of solidarity in “the fight for a 
‘white Europe’”. 

The organisers presented the so- 


called “Resistance Prize”, first 
awarded in 2010, to three nazi 
projects. One was the political 
network that organises the annual 
rallies in Dresden that commemorate 
what they term the “Allied bombing 
holocaust". The other prizes went to a 
group of nazis from northern 
Germany that runs a campaign called 
“German Future Day", and to the 
so-called Free Net South, an attempt 
to coordinate action by a tight 
network of local nazi groups in 
southern Germany. 

All three projects are part of a 
faction of the nazi movement that 
is critical of the NPD, indicating 
that the NPD leadership is trying 
to bridge political differences, at 
least symbolically. 

The German nazi bands Lunikoff, 
Oidoxie and Exzess were joined by the 
Swedish band Saga and Kitéres 
(Outbreak) from Hungary. Convicted 
Lunikoff lead singer Michael Regener 
called for solidarity with the jailed 
Holocaust denier Horst Mahler and 
Sven Kruger, a leading NPD activist 
who is currently imprisoned for 
handling stolen goods and violating 
the War Weapons Control Act. 

Concern that the nazi festival will 
become an annual led to some small 
protests and local churches held a 
service for a humanitarian region. @ 


Far-right split in run-up to election 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


THREE EXTREME-RIGHT groups are 
hoping to contest the 2012 
presidential election. The Party of the 
New Popular Right (NDP) and its 
allies have announced their intention 
to put forward a rival candidate 
against Marine Le Pen standing for 
the Front National (FN) and Arnaud 
Gouillon for the Bloc Identitaire (BI). 

A far-right “third force” is 
beginning to crystallise around the 
magazine Synthése Nationale and is 
drawing in a large number of right- 
wing extremist groupings opposed to 
the Marine Le Pen version of the EN. 
Through numerous meetings and 
round tables, it has pulled together 
the NDP the remnants of Bruno 
Mégret’s National Republican 
Movement (MNR), the fascist Land 
and People, the Party of France, 
French Revival, Rivarol and the nazi 
Militant, all of which have vegetated 
on the margins of the FN in recent 
years. Politically this alliance, which 
is desperate to carve out political 
space between Le Pen and the BI, 
represents what the FN was in the 
1980s: a cluster of different and 
opposing trends. 

They have not yet announced 
their presidential candidate but it is 
expected to be Roger Holeindre, an 
82-year-old former paratrooper. 

A veteran of the extreme right, 
Holeindre was a founding member 
of the FN and one of the first leaders 
of the party’s DPS strong-arm squad 
that tried to integrate nazi skinheads 
into the FN in the early 1980s. He 
left the FN in disgust at Marine Le 
Pen’s election as party leader in 
January 2011. 

The NDP’s presidential platform is 
also strongly reminiscent of the FN’s 
founding in 1972, when the fascist 
New Order tried to unite the 
“nationalist family” by bringing 


Busy networking: Serge “Batskin" Ayoub (right 


Jean-Marie Le Pen in from the 
political cold. 

The former top nazi skinhead Serge 
“Batskin” Ayoub has positioned 
himself as a political travelling 
companion and provider of logistical 
support for this tawdry far-right 
micro-world. At the same time, he is 
trying to set up his own network by 
running around France and making 
contacts with an assortment of far- 
right riff-raff, many of whom have 
their origins in the nazi skinhead 
movement of the 1980s and early 
1990s, and attempting to foster a new 
generation of extremist hooligans. 

The EN is putting its efforts into 
obtaining at least 500 signatures of 
so-called notables (local officials, 
mayors, ministerial bureaucrats etc) 
to get Le Pen onto the ballot paper. 
Given that the party has always 


struggled to achieve this, it can be 
safely assumed that the BI and NDP 
will run into difficulties as well. 

The BI, with relatively strong 
organisation and some support from 
elected officials in the south of 
France, may succeed. The NDP, 
which has relatively few contacts 
with notables, has a harder task, 
unless the FN’s conservative enemies 
in President Sarkozy’s Movement for 
a Popular Majority decide to give a 
little boost to the FN’s rivals in the 
hope of splitting the far-right vote 
and depriving Le Pen of several 
thousand votes. 

In the event that one of them 
overcomes the hurdle, Le Pen could 
turn the presence of sucha 
candidate to her advantage to get rid 
of the FN’s extreme-right label and 
end its demonisation. fal 
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Spanish women 
and children support 
the republic 


Roundup 


SPAIN 


Franco dictatorship child 
theft scandal 


From Sandra Cortes in Madrid 


RESEARCHERS HAVE 
uncovered the theft, with the 
complicity of the Roman 
Catholic Church, of thousands 
of babies from the homes of 
anti-fascists and the poor by 
the fascist regime of General 
Franco. Historical memory 
associations now believe that 
up to 30,000 families may 
have been affected and are 
demanding that the state 
should thoroughly investigate 
the allegations. 

What began as a vile 
punishment of families that 
fought against Franco during 
the Spanish Civil War and the 
immediate postwar period 
evolved, over the 40 years of 
dictatorship and until the end 
of the 1980s, into a lucrative 
business for important 
Francoist officials and the 
Church, which was 
inextricably linked to the 
dictatorship. 

Judge Baltasar Garzon, who 
launched an investigation in 
2008 into the state theft of 
children who ended up with 
fascist families or as wards of 
the state, was suspended 
after complaints from fascist 
organisations. 

The fascists’ mass 
abduction of children 
involved Antonio Vallejo 
Najera, a military psychiatrist 
trained in Nazi Germany and 
one of the ideologists of the 
regime, who introduced a 
racist element unique to 
Spanish fascism. Najera 
interpreted “race” as being 
more political, cultural and 
psychological than ethnic. 

He claimed it was necessary 
to “remove” what he called 
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“the Marxist gene” and 
recommended the transfer of 
children to hospitals for “the 
elimination of the 
environmental factors that 
lead to degeneration”. 

At his behest, prisoners 
endured electric shock 
treatment and other medical 
experiments. Children 
orphaned after their parents’ 
murders were subjected to 
constant humiliation and ill 
treatment by the people 
running orphanages that 
were largely supervised by 
the Church. 

Even many of the children 
who managed to leave Spain 
during the Civil War did not 
escape. The fascist Falange 
foreign service located and 
repatriated about 23,000 
children up to 1949. Other 
children shared cells with their 
political prisoner mothers 
during the Civil War until they 
were three years old, when 
they were “adopted” or 
“placed” directly in convents 
and other religious centres. 

Enrique Vila, a lawyer for 
the National Association of 
People Affected by Irregular 
Adoption (ANADIR), has 
asked Spain's Attorney 
General to investigate the 
child thefts and those 
organisations and individuals 
who lay behind them, 
including doctors and 
middlemen who cynically 
traded the children for cash. 

ANADIR has assembled a 
mountain of evidence, 
ranging from bogus birth 
certificates and DNA material 
to confessions from parents 
who bought their children. 


According to Vila, “This 
structure and these methods 
reveal a business that was 
started for political reasons, 
but ultimately any child could 
be a victim.” Some of the 
children were given up for 
adoption to families from 
other countries. 

Five years ago, the Council 
of Europe gave the first 
international recognition of 
the children of Republican 
prisoners whose names were 
changed. Setting out his brief, 
Garzon defined the child 
thefts as a crime against 
humanity that has no statute 
of limitations because 
many of the child victims and 
even some parents may still 
be alive. 

Historical memory 
associations are urging the 
public prosecutor and judges 
to punish the guilty and 
“compensate victims" to 
enable them to regain their 
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stolen identity. 

Last year Francisco 
Caamafio, the Justice 
Minister, said that 849 cases 
involving the alleged 
kidnapping of newborns for 
“irregular adoption” between 
1940 and 1990 were already 
in the hands of the 
prosecution authorities, but 
there is still criticism of the 
government's apparent lack 
of energy in bringing to 
justice the guilty, many of 
whom belong to notable 
Franco regime families who 
still retain power and 
influence. 

According to /nterviu 
magazine, the deceased 
gynaecologist Dr Mayor 
Lizarbe was linked to at least 
six disappearances of babies. 
Dr Lizarbe was the father of 
Jaime Mayor Oreja, who until 
recently led the conservative 
Partido Popular in the Basque 
region. 3) 


Wilders escapes 
martyrdom 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and 
Antifa-Net in Amsterdam 


AN AMSTERDAM COURT 
described the leader of the 
right-wing populist Freedom 
Party (PVV) as a politician 
who expresses himself in a 
rude and belittling manner 
and a “fanatical fighter 
against Islam” who had 
published a film, Fitna, with 
shocking and offensive 
images. Although Geert 
Wilders's (pictured) insults 
were “shocking and 
insulting", the court held 
that they did not constitute 
incitement to hatred and 
acquitted him of all charges 
on 23 June. 

Speaking about the growing number of Muslims 
in the Netherlands posing a threat to society 
Wilders had claimed “there is a battle going on and 
we have to defend ourselves”. Although the court 
viewed that comment as unlawful, the fact that he 
added he has nothing against Muslims only Islam 
enabled him to go unpunished. 

The decision means Wilders has lost his bid for 
martyrdom. Though obviously glad to be acquitted, 
a guilty verdict would have given him a perfect 
platform from which to launch media attacks on the 
legal system and on Islam. 

The victims who brought the case will now file a 
complaint against the Dutch state at the Human 
Rights Committee of the United Nations in Geneva 
on the grounds that the court failed to defend them 
against Wilders’s hate speech. Other victims will file 
a complaint at the European Court of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg to try to get the verdict 
annulled without a sentence for Wilders. 

Some think Wilders would have been convicted in 
a Belgian or French court and the ECHR would have 
ratified his conviction. A key principle in previous 
cases was that politicians have a special 
responsibility to combat discrimination and hate. 
Wilders, however, can now step up his anti-Islamic 
crusade with his dangerous mixture of racism, 
xenophobia, nationalism and so-called Western 
cultural superiority. 


AUSTRIA 


Freedom Part 


finds new 


European bedfellows 
From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


AFTER A LONG period of 
fruitless overtures to assorted 
right-wing parties in a search 
for a European platform, the 
Austrian Freedom Party (FPO) 
has finally managed to hook up 
with the European Alliance for 
Freedom (EAF). Launched in 
autumn 2010, the EAF claims to 
be an alliance of individuals 
rather than parties. 

This approach reflects the 
ideological incompatibility of 
European far-right parties that 
try to translate their nationalist 
agendas into a transnational 
vision to be shared by 
supposedly likeminded 
partners in a pan-European 
bloc. What keeps it together is 
its fierce stance against Islam, 
immigrants and asylum seekers 
and its objective of preventing 
Turkey’s accession to the 
European Union. 

Previous such endeavours 
have shown that such 
“alliances” usually have a built- 
in self-destruct mode that 
moves into operation when , 
members step beyond the 
narrow borders of single-issue 
politics and get entangled in 
wildly conflicting national 
agendas. The EAF’s Eurosceptic 
members are unlikely to be any 
different. Among them are the 
crumbling Flemish Interest 
(VB), the fascist Sweden 
Democrats and the fractious 
UK Independence Party 


~ European \ 
Alliance for 


Freedom 
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together with the Hungarian 
MEP Krisztina Morvai of the 
nazi Jobbik party. 

The main reasons that 
European right-wingers keep 
trying to glue what, by 
definition, cannot stick 
together are money and greater 
political influence. A European 
party that meets certain 
conditions can get funding 
from the European Parliament. 
In 2011 the EAF qualified for a 
maximum grant of €372,753 
(£326,650). 

In contrast to the political 
groups of MEPs in the 
European Parliament, 
European parties have the right 
to use their funds to campaign 
in European Parliamentary 
elections. They also have 
opportunities to lobby and 
influence the decision-making 
process in the Council of the 
European Union. 

But the EAF link may bring 
problems for the FPO. Although 
Andreas Molzer MEP, one of the 
FPO’s leading ideologists and an 
EAF member, stated there were 
“certain analogies of content” 
among the party’s members, all 
the EAF’s members have to walk 
a thin line to avoid causing 
irritation within their own 
parties and losing parts of their 
domestic electorate because of 
international links to groups 
that in their national context are 
not acceptable. 
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Flemish Interest 
sinking fast 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF- 
Verzet/RésistanceS, Brussels 


AN MEP AND former party president has left 
Flemish Interest (VB) because of the party's 
refusal to reinstate Francis Van den Eynde 
(pictured), who was expelled at the end of 
June with most of its local councillors in 
Gent, one of the party's strongholds. 

Frank Vanhecke's move on 9 July followed 
the resignation of Koen Dillen, 47, a former 
MEP and son of the party founder Karel 
Dillen. In a bitter letter to Bruno Valkeniers, 
the VB president, Dillen told him that he 
might have been a successful businessman 
but was a complete failure as a politician. 

They were followed a few days later by 
Jurgen Ceder, the leader of the party's group 
in the Belgian senate. “The leadership and 
the party's style are wrong," he declared. 
Ceder, a VB member for 25 years and a 
senator since 1995, had tried unsuccessfully 
to turn the tide with proposals to renew the 
party. His resignation is a heavy blow as he 
was also head of the party's judicial service. 

Van den Eynde, 65, a former MP (1991- 
2010), was one of the first members of the 
VB's predecessor, Flemish Bloc, in the late 
1970s when the party was still a marginal 
phenomenon. The dismissals of him and his 
dissident allies in the so-called “Belfort 
Group" faction received considerable media 
attention and was greeted with derision in 

the VB's shrinking ranks. 

Van den Eynde and his allies 
strongly resent the dictatorial 
manner in which Philip 
) Dewinter and his friends in 
Antwerp rule the party. 
Members have left the party in 
droves in recent months for 
\ the same reason. 
The spate of internal 
rows and defections has 
proved that Valkeniers 
is incompetent to 
lead the party and 
is little more than 
Dewinter's 


puppet. 
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Nazi killers appear in 
court in a secure dock 


> 


Nazi killers get life after long trials 


From Ulyana Bobrova in Moscow 


A MAJOR TRIAL in St Petersburg of 
one of Russia's most violent nazi 
groups ended after two and a half 
years with life imprisonment for two 
of the 14 defendants. Alexei 
Voevodin and Artyom Prokhorenko 
were found guilty of hate killings 
including the coldblooded 
assassination of the anti-fascist 
academic Nikolai Girenko in 2004. 

Ten other gang members received 
sentences ranging from two years’ 
probation to 18 years in prison. 

Two were acquitted because of 
insufficient evidence, although one, 
Andrei Malyugin, was convicted of 
the murders of the Senegalese 
citizen Samba Lampsar and Rashid 
Suyunov Rashid, an Uzbek citizen. 
The gang's co-leader Dmitri 
Borovikov, son of a high-ranking 
police officer in St Petersburg, had 
been shot dead by police during his 
arrest in 2006. 

Five more nazi killers received life 
sentences in July after an 18-month 
trial of members of the National 
Socialist Society North. Eight others 
were imprisoned for between eight 
and 23 years. The defendants, who 
included a journalism student at 
Moscow State University, the daughter 
of a prominent editor, had been 
convicted of 27 hate murders including 
a videoed decapitation of another 
gang members and the murder of the 
anti-fascist Alexei Krylov. 

The NSSN belonged to the Russian 


National Socialist Society network 
which has cultivated extensive 
contacts with the USA and boasts as 
a member Preston Wiginton, the 
American nazi associate of the British 
National Party leader Nick Griffin. 

It recruited online and through a 
network of sports clubs that 
supposedly offered “patriotic 
education”. During the trial, one of 
the defendants admitted killing three 
people in 24 hours. 

Questions are now being raised 
about the network's funding. After 
the arrest of its leader Maxim Bazylev, 
who committed suicide while in 
custody, bank accounts containing 
around £4,300,000 were seized. 

A further idea of the sums of 
money available to these killers who 
ran rampage against darker-skinned 
migrant workers from the Caucasus 
region, as well as Africans and South 
East Asians, emerged after the 
beheading of one of the gang's own 
members who was suspected of 
being a police informant and of 
stealing £70,000 from the gang's 
war chest. A recording of the 
decapitation, during which 
participants wore clown masks and 
sang a patriotic song, was posted on 
the internet. 

Petrol bombs were hurled at a 
Moscow synagogue after the NSSN 
trial. Police believe the attack was 
retaliation for the heavy sentences 
imposed. = 


Column 


David Duke redux 


By Leonard Zeskind for the Institute for Research & Education on Human Rights 


DAVID DUKE has announced 
plans for a “25-state 
speaking tour” to drum up 
support for a supposed run 
for president in the 
Republican Party primaries. 
If he gets the support 
(meaning money), he says, 
he will run. If he doesn't 
persuade enough dupes to 
cough up the necessary 
funds one more time, 
presumably he'll stay home. 
Long-time readers of 
Searchlight will remember 
David Duke, the Louisiana 
huckster of all things 
antisemitic and racist. 
A brown-shirt swastika 
emblazoned uniform as a 
national socialist university 
student. A trip in the Klan's 
white robes brought him to 
the UK in 1978. A perennial 
candidate for elected offices 
local, state, and national, he 
won one race for the 
Louisiana statehouse in 1989 
and turned it into a lifetime 
of placing “Hon” in front of 
his name. He also uses the 
honorific “Doctor” or PhD, 
although he never earned an 
actual PhD. He simply 
received an honorary 
doctorate from a private 
Ukrainian university in 2002. 
For about four years he 
travelled extensively in 
eastern Europe and the Arab 
world, until he returned 
home to Louisiana to serve 
one year in prison for 
fundraising fraud. Then he 
moved part-time to Italy, 
occasionally returning to host 
a conference of like-minded 


national socialists. A more 
complete discussion of his 
fundraising fraud and his 
international travels is 
available at www.!REHR.org. 

He made some noise in July 
2010 when he announced his 
“Message to the Tea Party”. 
Otherwise he has lain pretty 
low, using a small circle of 
devotees to keep his name 
alive on the nazi Stormfront 
website, and the James 
Edwards internet radio show, 
The Political Cesspool. 

It would be easy to dismiss 
Duke's latest antics, but that 
would be wrong. In 1988, 
Duke turned an unsuccessful 
run through the Democratic 
Party presidential primaries 
into a general election stab at 
the presidency at the behest 
of the Populist Party, which 
was racist and nationalist 
but not populist. Then he 
used the contributors’ lists 
he developed for those 
campaigns for a quick 1989 
run, in which he wona 
Louisiana state representative 
seat. 

Duke used his statehouse 
seat for two runs at 
statewide office in Louisiana, 
winning a majority of the 
white vote — over 600,000 
votes — each time. Although 
he lost both races because of 
black voters, Pat Buchanan 
infamously noted the Duke 
constituency and set out to 
capture it in the Republican 
presidential primaries in 1992 
and 1996, winning three 
million votes each time. 

Duke's problem is his fraud 
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One of David Duke's earlier presidential campaigns 


conviction. He need not 
worry about recreating 
himself politically one more 
time if he cannot convince 
his core supporters who 
follow him on Stormfront 
and in organisations such as 
the American Third Position, 
Youth for Western 
Civilization, and Council of 
Conservative Citizens that 
they can trust him with their 
money. This year the 
American Third Position is 
placing all its electoral bets 
on Harry Bertram, once a 
Populist Party member in 
West Virginia who regularly 
lost elections. 

In June, the Council of 
Conservative Citizens had a 
national board of directors 
meeting in North Carolina. 
Fewer than a hundred 
attended, and most of them 
were in their late fifties 
upwards. Some of them will 
support Duke: Sam Dickson 


and James Edwards to name 
two. But some probably 
won't; Jared Taylor of 
American Renaissance does 
not like Duke's nazi ways. 

Duke is unlikely to win any 
measurable support among 
Tea Partiers. They can get 
their Whiter Anglo Saxon 
worries from Judson Phillips 
of Tea Party Nation. Anti- 
immigrant activists are 
thicker than bricks in this 
crowd. Why should they 
switch horses in the middle 
of the stream? 

One thing is certain, 
however. Duke will use his 
speaking tour to prise himself 
onto one or more late night 
television talk shows, where 
he will once again talk past 
the television host to his 
supporters out in TV land. 
The host will not know how 
to handle Duke; but Duke 
will certainly know how to 
manhandle the host. & 


News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Taking the campal 


Sam Tarry and Nick Lowles campaign on the ground against 
the EDL in Tower Hamlets 


TH THE ENGLISH 
DEFENCE LEAGUE'S 
demonstration in 
Tower Hamlets only a few weeks 
away HOPE not hate is stepping 
up its campaign to get the march 
banned. Over 7,000 people have 
signed our online petition but now 
we are focusing on the all- 
important ground campaign. 

If we are to force the authorities 
to act, it is vital we can 
demonstrate that local people do 
not want the EDL to march 
through their community. 
Achieving this is now our priority. 

There is a real fear of 
catastrophic consequences if the 
EDL march goes ahead in the east 
London borough on 3 September. 
We are likely to witness a huge 
turnout from local young people 
and the chances of disorder are 
great. This will only hurt the 
community: deepen divisions, 
possibly see local young men 
imprisoned and adversely affect 
the area. No one, with the 
exception of extremists on both 
sides, will benefit from disorder. 

In an effort to prevent this 
trouble, HOPE not hate has been 
working intensively with important 
community groups. We have 
joined with church leaders, the 
Brick Lane Mosque, Brick Lane 
restaurateurs, local LGBT groups 
and community groups to build 
support for a ban. This is a 
strategy that puts community 
safety and cohesion first and its 
success would represent a 
symbolic victory in forcing 
statutory bodies to take their 
responsibilities and response to the 
EDL more seriously than they have 
done to date. 
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The impetus for a ban is 
growing. In a powerful, and 
unusual, moment of unity all the 
councillors of Tower Hamlets 
supported a motion calling on the 
Home Secretary to ban the march. 

Building relationships with key 
players in the community 
alongside engaging with local 
people more generally is the 
starting point for any HOPE not 
hate campaign. The past month 
has been about establishing new 
contacts, touching base with 
existing allies and communicating 
with our existing 1,600 supporters 
on the ground in Tower Hamlets. 

Taking on board differing 
opinions and approaches and 
drawing up a strategy with which 
all our key partners in the 
borough are happy is part of that 
process. It is not always 
straightforward but finding a way 
to take everyone forward does 
make for a stronger campaign and 
one in which everyone feels 
involved and consulted. 

As usual HOPE not hate has 
drawn upon Searchlight's 
unparalleled knowledge of the 
EDL. We have already produced a 
briefing paper for local politicians 
and MPs, which was subsequently 
used in a meeting with the Home 
Secretary. 

The focus has now turned to our 
ground campaign. Over the next 
few weeks we plan to expand our 
petition substantially and in the 
process engage with people in 
Tower Hamlets over the issues. 
We will produce 50,000 copies of 
a special eight-page community 
tabloid newspaper, made 
possible by the huge generosity 
of HOPE not hate supporters 


If we are to 


force the 
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demonstrate 
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not want 
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In a powerful, and 
unusual, moment 
of unity all the 
councillors of 
Tower Hamlets 
supported a 
motion calling on 
the Home 
Secretary Theresa 
May to ban the 
march 


over the past few weeks. Teams will 
go out door-to-door on a vital daily 
basis to deliver the tabloid across 

the borough and build the petition. 

Our target is to have at least 
20,000 names by the time we 
hand the petition to the police in 
the middle of August. 

This is a big ask, given it is now 
the summer holidays, but we 
believe it is achievable. Its success 
will depend on using our existing 
networks and activists, both in the 
borough and across London, and 
developing links and partnerships 
with new groups in the area who 
will build the petition themselves. 

We aim to create a network of 
volunteer street captains across 
the borough who will be in charge 
of getting the tabloid out. In 
addition, we will hold a number of 
key campaign events across the 
borough, including one in Brick 
Lane with the support of local 
restaurant owners, and others at 
churches and mosques. 

This work will be backed up with 
a press strategy to win support for 
the campaign across London but 
especially among the local media in 
Tower Hamlets and the Bengali 
radio and news outlets. 

The door-to-door canvassing 
and petition building will allow us 
to engage with local people. 

As we discovered in Bradford last 
year, this is a vital component in 
any campaign against the EDL. 

It allows us the chance to explain 
the threat and gives people an 
opportunity to voice their 
opposition in a peaceful and 
productive way. 

Building the campaign within 
the Muslim community is 
obviously important but we will 
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The last word... 
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FRAME 2, 


Narmada Thiranagama is the 
National Race Equality Officer for 
Unison and a dedicated anti-fascist. 
But there is more to her story then 
fighting the good fight in the UK. 


When did you arrive in the UK? 

My father, sister and | arrived in the 
UK from Sri Lanka in 1989, seeking 
political asylum after my mother, 

Dr Rajani Thiranagama, was 
assassinated by the Tamil Tigers in 
Jaffna. My father was also a political 
dissident in hiding: quite simply he 
couldn't be with us if we stayed in Sri 
Lanka, so we fled to London and he 
stopped being a revolutionary to be 
our parent. | was 11 years old and 
within one month my sister and | had 
lost our mother, our home and our 
family, and found ourselves as refugees 
in a country with a very different 
culture, both to the one that we had 
left and the one that we expected. 


In Sri Lanka your family found 
themselves torn apart by the civil war. 
What was your biggest fear? 

My greatest fear was that when | died 

| wouldn't die with dignity and that 

| would let my family down. | expected 
to die at some point and there were 
moments of extreme terror that no child 
should know. When | was six years old 
a soldier came to my house trying to 
locate my aunt who had fled to 
London. He had already interrogated 
my grandparents but then came for me. 
He put a gun to my head and 
demanded that | tell him everything 
about my aunt. | was terrified not just 
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about the gun but more that | wouldn't 
be able to stand up to the interrogation 
and | would shame my family. 


You have experienced huge tragedy 
and the realities of war. How has that 
influenced your world view? 

I've always known that life is incredibly 
unfair. But that means you have a 
responsibility to struggle and fight to 
make life fairer and more 
compassionate. You shouldn't consider 
yourself to have failed because you've 
fallen down, or been killed. All that 
matters is what you do when you have 
the chance to make a difference. 

You need to make your life as 
meaningful and honest as possible. 


Tell me about your mother. 

| always remembered every day | spent 
with her. | woke up to hear her voice 
and always knew she was a remarkable 
woman. Whenever there was any 
electricity she would turn music on and 
make me dance with her. She was 
vital, loving and involved in every part 
of my life. 

She wouldn't ever tell me what to 
think but would challenge my views, 
ensuring that | never took the easy 
position but considered the wider issues. 

As a mother she was determined that 
my sister and | would have as much as 
she could provide, but we were never 


to flaunt what we had when so many 
people had so little. There was only one 
way she could live and that's the way 
she did it. With total integrity. Although 
hugely political, her ideology always 
came second to the human being in 
front of her. She would help anyone 
regardless of their faith, race or gender. 

She showed me that human beings 
are amazing people and that there is 
nothing more powerful than 
compassion and love. And she taught 
me that you can only live being who 
you are and to be happy you need to 
be true to yourself. 


Given the civil war in Sri Lanka, can 
politics make a positive difference? 
Political decisions have a huge impact. 
As a child | remember listening to the 
President of Sri Lanka making a speech 
and within days the bombs would arrive 
in Jaffna. My parents’ generation 
believed that they could and should 
change the world. But for my 
generation in Sri Lanka it's how you 
survive in a society that is split and 
driven by vehemently nationalist 
ideologies. The war created a “habit of 
silence" and is why | so oppose any 
form of authoritarian regime as they 
seek to remove your humanity. 
Democracy is one of the most precious 
things in the world and good politics, 
open politics, is to be cherished. 
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Given your history, why have you 
chosen to work so closely with HOPE 
not hate? 

Good politics of all kinds should build 
on political activity that seeks to bring 
human beings and communities 
together. The means of doing this 
may become ends in themselves, 
which is why the method of 
engagement is so important. 

The HOPE not hate campaign is built 
on the values of integrity and hope. 

It demonstrates every day that when 
you engage with people you can make 
a positive difference and change the 
culture. It is this honesty and integrity 
that | support. 

When | arrived in the UK | was 
scared and my deepest fears were 
reflected in the content of the national 
newspapers, which | used to hate. It 
was then, as it can be now, an ongoing 
attack on refugees and asylum seekers. 
I'm not scared of these papers any 
more and that's because of the work of 
HOPE not hate. a 


For more information on Narmada and 
her mother's life please take some time 
to watch No More Tears Sister: 
Anatomy of Hope and Betrayal, 
produced in 2006 by the National Film 
Board of Canada. 


Searchlight 


Every month, for 36 years, Searchlight has been 
exposing the far right in Britain and abroad. It 
carries out investigations, reports on fascist activity 
and highlights our own campaign. It is the first port 
of call for activists, academics and journalists. 


The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself informed on what is 
going on in the BNP and learn 
about the HOPE not hate 
campaign around the country you 
should subscribe to Searchlight. 
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Subscribing by standing order 
will save you 20% on the cover 
price and protect you from future 
price rises. Searchlight, the 
essential magazine for HOPE not 
hate organisers. 
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